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JEWISH CATECHISM.

To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor.

Gentlemen,

I have lately met with a cu-

rious book, printed in London in

1721, some extracts from which

would, I conceive, be suitable to

your pages. It is entitled, “ The
Jews’ Catechism, containing the

thirteen articles of the Jewish Re-

ligion.” It appears from the state-

ment of the editor, to have been

originally written in Hebrew by
Rabbi Abraham Jagel, under the

title of “ Good Advice or Doctrine

and to have been translated into

Latin by the learned Ludovicus

de Compeigne de Veil, and from

thence into English in 1680, by

the title of “ The Jews’ Catechism.”

I heartily wish the people, for

whom it is designed, were well

acquainted with its contents, as I

think they could not fail to get

good by it. I hope you will, from

time to time, insert extracts from

it tin your Expositor, for which

purpose I forward it.

I am your’s, &c.

Preface.

Seeing with a bleeding heart

the miseries wre are involved in, by
the wickedness, depravity, and vi-

ciousness of this present age, and
youth being like a tender plant,

which produceth according to the

care taken of it; I am fired with

zeal for printing this edition, it

being very useful for the education

of youth, and to initiate them into

the knowledge of God and the

laws of nature. It was originally

written in Hebrew by Rabbi Abra-
ham Jagel, by the title of Good
Advice or Doctrine, translated

into Latin by the learned Ludo-
vicus de Compeigne de Veil, and
thence into the English in 1680,

by the title of “ The Jews’ Cate-

chism.”

Atheism being at present so

much in vogue, and the devil’s

missionaries every day bringing

over proselytes, and youth gene-

rally inclining to evil from their

nature, admitting and admiring of
novelty, when void from the fear

of chastisement, as those firmly

believe, who hold this opinion the

most wicked and erroneous, that

ever could enter into the thoughts

o oVOL. xm.
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of man, who is the image of his

Creator, as he plainly says in Ge-
nesis i. 27, “ In the image of the

Lord he created him.”

This wicked principle of deny-
ing a Supreme Being, entirely de-

nies a resurrection, rewards, and
punishments, which of course de-

stroys that of the immortality of

the soul; then in what are we dis-

tinguished from beasts, though the

likeness of our Maker? From
whence have we our thought, rea-

son, and capacity ofj udging, which,

besides our make, distinguishes us

from beasts ? It is certain, and must
be allowed to be the product of the

soul
;

that it is immortal, and will

suffer, in case it answers not the

end it was sent for into the world

:

from whence was justice first in-

stituted on earth, (without which
it is impossible for mankind to

subsist,) but derived from the pre-

cepts laid down by God Almighty,

which, that there is one who is the

Being of beings, the Cause of all

causes, Omnipotent, and Self-ex-

istent in himself, is evident, plain,

and obvious to all capacities, though
never so mean. For let us but

observe and consider the make of

this vast frame; we must find it

impossible to form an idea, or con-

jecture otherwise, than that it must
proceed from an infinite, gracious,

and great God, who with his wis-

dom hath formed all things, and
adapted to each of them a par-

ticular and different make and
being, that what is not necessary

in one creature is requisite in an-

other, either for his sustenance or

defence; to which end, let us ex-

amine into the nature of all animals,

and we shall find nothing has been

made in vain ;
which, were it only

chance, it were impossible but it

should have produced some things

insignificant in themselves, and

superfluous in the world, which
was created from nothing, and by
the command of God was mat-
ter made, and motion afterwards

joined to it to give it life, without

which it is impossible for matter

to subsist : then how is it possible

to think or suppose that those

things should be mixed merely
by chance ? Certainly it is most
absurd and erroneous in any one
to harbour so vile and detestable

an opinion, repugnant in itself to

reason, philosophy, and human na-

ture : for though they ascribe it to

chance, it is impossible those things

should be formed into so excellent

a nature, and so much beauty as

the world has, and subservient to

such various and different ends and
purposes, which I think may ea-

sily be observed from plants

:

which, w'ere it but mere chance,

(as they pretend) why should some
require more pains, care, and la-

bour than others? it is but rea-

sonable to suppose, they should all

produce according to their species

with equal facility. Certainly

these things ought to convince us

of the certainty of a powerful,

great, and good God, mighty and
omnipotent in his works, gracious

and benevolent in the charity he
daily uses towards us, in preserv-

ing this vast frame. Even the

most barbarous nations allow a

deity, though they know not by
what name, title, or attribute to

distinguish it : shall we then, who
have our knowledge more cul-

tivated, be more ignorant than

they.who are naturally so? For,

sure it is, they have imbibed those

principles of a Supreme Being,

from their predecessors, ab ori-

gine.

Since then, we find his power,

wisdom, and justice, through all

his works, let us, as in duty bound,
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worship him, serve him, glorify

his name, and obey his commands,
that he may pour down upon us his

mercy and blessings, and relieve

us from those misfortunes and ca-

lamities which attend and threaten

us
; for he is a good, great, and

merciful God, “ and delighteth not

in the death of a sinner, but re-

quired! him to repent, and leave

his evil ways, and live,” Ezekiel

xviii. 32.

Let not the title of this book
deter Christians from looking into

it, there being nothing in it re-

pugnant to Christianity, as some
ignorant people erroneously ima-

gine, w’ho have conceived false

notions of the Jews’ belief, merely

imposed on them by others, as if

they had no charitable thoughts of

other religions, by asserting, they

do not believe that any nation of

a different religion can be saved,

for which no authority can be

quoted
;

nor can I imagine how
there should, it being false, and
directly opposite to their rules and
maxims

;
for it is a settled one

amongst them, that God hath not

created any thing for damnation,

and that they prove from Scrip-

ture. The first is from the first

institution of their religion, where
Abraham begs of God to let Ish-

mael live before him, (who was no
Jew,) and it is not to be supposed,

that his father interceded only for

the corporeal life, and not for the

everlasting and heavenly one. Se-

condly, king David in his Psalms,

which were by Divine inspiration,

proclaims the Lord’s mercies over

all his works, of which all mankind
are equally a part ; as it is evident,

and may plainly be observed from
Jonah, who was commanded by
God to admonish the people of
Nineveh of their overthrow', which

he strove to shun, but was at last

obliged to proceed on his com-
mission, which produced the good
effect of reclaiming them from
their evil ways, and preventing

their subversion
;

it grieved Jo-

nah very much, by reason it would
cast a reflection on his own nation

by being reproached, that other na-

tions had, by one prophet’s admo-
nition been reclaimed, and they, by
that of many, could not be brought

to it
;
wherefore God, to convince

him ofhis error, was pleased to cause

a gourd to shade and shelter him,

destroying it the next day, which
caused much uneasiness in Jonah,

and convinced him of his former

error in being so much dejected,

for that which was none of his

creating, and yet sorrowful for the

preservation of Nineveh, as God
tells him, wherein there were such

a number of people, and multi- '

tudes of cattle, his creatures.

They further hold, that all na-

tions may be saved, with as much,
or more ease than themselves, the

law being given to them as a co-

venant, which they, by their spon-

taneous acceptance, are obliged to

perform in all its strictest ties, and
not to swerve from the least cere-

mony appendant to it, to which no
other nation is obliged

;
and may

therefore with equal or more fa-

cility, obtain the means of their

salvation.

The Catechism.

Scholar. God prosper you.

Master. God be gracious unto

you ;
but hear, my son, Who are

you ?

S. I am yours
; and I fear the

Lord of all things, the Maker of
the heavens; and I thank him from
the bottom of my heart that he
hath made me a man, and one of
the seed of Israel.

M. God be gracious unto thee,

my son
; tell me now, I pray thee,
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to what end hath God made thee

of so excellent a nature?

S. Surely he hath created all

things for his own glory
;
he hath

made me for this end, that I

should be the instrument of his

honour
;
that I should worship and

reverence his Godhead
;
and that

I should freely, without a servile

respect to any reward, perform all

those actions which are pleasing

unto him ;
though one day we

shall receive a reward, when enjoy-

ing the sight of God, world with-

out end ; we shall live such a life,

as shall for ever abound with the

greatest and purest, and indeed,

with the only true delight and sa-

tisfaction.

M. Upon what grounds shall

man that is born of a woman as-

pire to that tranquillity of mind,

and the possession of eternal fe-

licity, which is expected to be en-

joyed in the world to come ?

S. If he will wholly rely on

God by a true faith and sure hope,

and take on him the yoke of the

Divine law, which Moses delivered

to the children of Israel
;

this way
he will become just and acceptable

to God, and at length obtain eter-

nal life.

M. What is the main prop and
foundation of faith, and the law ?

S. That there is a God infinite

in goodness, and infinite in power

and majesty, who made the whole

world of nothing, and made it for

his own pleasure
;
and that there

is none who can hinder God, but

that he may even now change

either all the parts of the world,

or some of its parts.

M. Is there any thing amongst

the Jews that may put us in mind

of this ?

S. Yes, surely
;
the observance

of the sabbath. This is a sign or

token betwixt God and the chil-

dren of Israel, whereby they are

to call to mind that heaven and
earth were made in six days, and
that God rested the seventh day,

and hallowed it
;
and so by the

sacred rites of this day, consecrated

the children of Israel, and set

them apart to be his peculiar

people, that he would have this to

be the pillar of the Israelites’ faith,

that he has laid this as the foun-

dation of his law.

M. Explain to me now, I pray

thee, what is that faith, of which

thou hast here shewn me the basis

and foundation ?

S. Faith is the gift of God,
whereby our minds are so affected,

that we sincerely believe all things

which God has taken care to de-

clare unto us by his prophets.

M. What are those, which they

have declared to be believed by
us?

S. Truly they are very many ;

but there are thirteen articles, which

it is necessary that every man
should believe, that is joined in

communion with the Israelites.

Moreover, it is necessary, that his

belief of these articles be known
and manifest to all men

;
and who-

soever shall deprave but one of

them, he is declared to have de-

serted the synagogue, and to have

renounced his religion, neither

shall he be any more called an

Israelite.

M. Recite these thirteen ar-

ticles, these foundations of pure

religion: shew plainly what they

are ?

S. This is the first, That we
believe that there is a God, the

first efficient cause, and the ul-

timate end of all things
;
that all

things high and low were created,

and are continually sustained by
him

;
that all things have received

their being at his pleasure alone,
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and at his pleasure alone they

perish
;

and that the Divine es-

sence is not diminished by their

destruction, nor in the least altered,

since its fulness and perfection is

of itself alone, neither has he need

of any other being: for God is

light, power, and eternal life ;
do-

minion and empire belong to him
alone, because he alone truly is,

and enjoys royal honour and ma-
jesty.

Another is this, That this God
who made all things in heaven

above, and in earth beneath, is one
SIMPLE, or UNCOMPOUNDED, SO that

nothing can be found within nor

without* any world, which is

simple or uncompounded, in like

manner as God hath the attribute

of simplicity. This is that which

we .find written, Deuter. vi. 4,

“ Hear, O Israel : the Lord our

God is one Lord.”

The third fundamental article

is, that God being one, whose es-

sence admits of no kind of multi-

plicity or composition, is neither

a body, nor can be included within

any body ;
agreeable to this is that

saying which we find written,

Deut. iv. 15,
“ Ye saw no manner

of similitude.”

The fourth is, That nothing

could be before this God simple

and incorporeal ; but that he is

the first and the last, as it is writ-

ten, Isa. xliv. 6, “ I am the first,

and I am the last, and besides me
there is no God which the great

prophet thus expounds, Deuter.

xxxiii. 27, “ The eternal God is

thy refuge that is to say, the

place of refuge, in which the Is-

* That there were many worlds cre-

ated by God is an assertion common
amongst the Jewish writers, which our

author here lays down as a thing not

to he doubted.— Annotante Ludovico
deCompeigne de Veil.

raelites should acquiesce and re-

pose all their hopes and all their

possessions, is the eternal God,
whom nothing may be compared
or likened unto. Hence, the same
prophet presently after pours forth

these words
;
“ Happy art thou,

O Israel
;
who is like unto thee,

O people, saved by the Lord, the

shield of thy help !”

The fifth is, That to the eternal

God, the only Creator of all things,

to him alone is due worship and ve-

neration, and to none besides him,

because all things were created,

and he is the Creator
;

that it is

not lawful to pray for any thing to

any created nature, but we must
still implore his aid who has the

sovereign power and dominion
over all things, without exception;

whosoever honours as a God, either

by sacrifices or any sacred rites, or

by prayers and supplications, any
king, or angel, or any power, whe-
ther celestial or terrestrial, that he
shall be accursed, and given up to

most horrid torments.

The sixth, That the infinitely

good and great God, of his sin-

gular benignity and good-will, has

chosen out of mankind sometimes

one, sometimes many fit persons,

as it pleased him
; them he in-

spired with the knowledge of his

mind, discovering unto them things

to come, that by them the desires

and actions of other men might be
directed to true godliness and ho-

nesty.

The seventh, That Moses did

far excel, in the gift of prophecy,

all the prophets in all ages : that

all the prophets that went before

him, even the patriarchs them-
selves, and those that lived near

the same time, were inferior to

Moses in the excellency of pro-

phecy
;
that he it was whom the

God of Jacob esteemed a fit
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person, by whom he would give a

just law to the Israelites, to che-

rish and refresh their souls
;
more-

over, that Moses arrived to that

degree of the knowledge of God,
which no other man could ever

approach unto.

M. Dost thou know how many
ways the prophecy of Moses differs

from the visions of the other pro-

phets?

S. In four respects
;

First, that

God spake not to any other pro-

phet, but by an angel or messenger

separate from a body
;
and he af-

forded his presence to Moses, when
he made known his mind unto

him, as wTe find it written, Numb,
xii. 8, “ With him will I speak

mouth to mouth.”

Secondly, that the spirit of pro-

phecy did take hold of every other

prophet in visions by night, or by
day whilst he was in a kind of

slumber, that all bis senses were

in a manner stupified, which in-

deed those words of Scripture do
plainly declare, verse 6, “ I, the

Lord, will make myself known
unto him in a dream but of

Moses we find it written, ver. 7,

“ My servant Moses is not so,

with him wall I speak mouth to

mouth.”
Thirdly, that at the breathing of

the divine Spirit, the strength of

the other prophets failed them,

and their senses were benumbed
with horror

;
but Moses talked

with God, as one man is wont to

do to another, without any trem-

bling, or sudden decay of strength.

Lastly, that prophetic visions

were not given to other interpret-

ers of the divine will, at what time

soever they were pleased to re-

ceive them
;

but when God, ac-

cording to his secret will, wras

pleased to give them, and when
they w ere duly prepared for them ;

but Moses was always prepared,

and when he would, he was in-

spired with the Divine wisdom,
which we may clearly understand

by that place of Scripture, Numb,
ix. 8, “ Stand still, and I will hear

what the Lord will command con-

cerning you.”

M. I hear what thou sayest, and
do fully approve it. Now I would
have thee return to the explication

of the other fundamental points of
the law.

S. The eighth is, that all the

lawr

,
from the first words “ In the

beginning,” to the last,
“ In the

sight of all Israel,” w’as written by
Moses as God had dictated it unto

him
;

and that there is no dis-

tinction to be made betwuxt these

words, Exod. xx. 2, “ I am the

Lord thy God and those, Gen.
xxxvi. 12, “ And Timna was con-

cubine,” or any other of the like

kind
;
that the law is every wray

like itself, that every verse, and
every single word, is equally the

word of God.
The ninth, that nothing must be

added to, nor diminished from, the

law of Moses
; no, not so much as

one word or letter, because it is

expressly written, “ Thou shalt

not add thereto, nor diminish from
it.” For herein consists the per-

fection of any thing that nought
can be added to it,, nor taken from
it

; but the law is absolutely per-

fect, which the royal prophet de-

clares in express terms, Psalm
ix. 8,

“ The law of the. Lord is

perfect wherefore it does not

admit of any addition or dimi-

nution.

The tenth, that the infinitely

good and great God doth behold

the actions of all men, and his eyes

are always upon them, which this

Divine oracle does expressly de-

clare, Jer. xxxii. 19, “ Great in
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counsel and mighty in work, for

thine eyes are open upon all the

ways of the sons of men.” And
that other text of Scripture, Amos
iv. 13, “ And declareth unto man
what is his thought.” For if he

knew the thoughts of man, how
much more evident is it, that he

knows his actions !

The eleventh, that God deals

with every man according to that

kind of life which he leads here

upon earth ; to those who keep

his commandments, he gives great

rewards, and inflicts great punish-

ments on those that disobey him,

sometimes in this world, some-

times in that which is to come, and

sometimes in both, according to

their several works, whether good
or evil

;
but that the chief rewards

and the sharpest punishments are

deferred till they come to the other

world.

The twelfth is, that the Al-

mighty God will send a Messias to

redeem his people, and that though

you should meet with delays, ne-

vertheless expect him
;

this Mes-
sias shall be of the offspring of

David, a branch of the root of

Jesse the Bethlemite : he shall es-

tablish justice on earth, and judge
many nations

;
righteousness shall

be the girdle of his loins, he shall

see his seed, and prolong his days

over his kingdom, and there will

be no other difference between the

present state of the world, and
what it shall be at the time of the

Messias’s coming
;

but that the

kingdom, as it was originally, shall

return to the people of Israel, and
they shall inhabit their own land,

build their temple, and offer sa-

crifices, as they did in their pri-

mitive station
;

the priests shall

attend their service, and the Le-
vites glorify God in their hymns

;

the ten tribes carried into captivity

by the king of Assyria, arul not

since known or heard of, shall

again be discovered and joined to

the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,

as you have it in Ezek. xxxvii. 16,
“ Moreover, thou Son of man, take

thee one stick, and write upon it,

l’or Judah and for the children of Is-

rael his companions, Ac. likewise

that all the nations of the earth

shall come to Jerusalem yearly, to

worship God Zech. xiv. “ That
peace shall reign, and enmity cease,

even amongst brute beasts,” Isa.

ii. 11.

The thirteenth is, that at a set

time, known only to God, it will

come to pass, that all the dead
shall live again; that he who does

not believe this, has no commu-
nion in religion with the Jews

;
for

we have it thus written in the pro-

phet, Isaiah xxvi. 9,
“ Thy dead

men shall live, together with my
dead body shall they rise. Awake,
and sing, ye that dwell in the dust.”

Dan. xii. 2, “ And many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth

shall awake.” But they are right-

eous men, who shall be judged fit

for the enjoyment of this so great

and desirable good. I pray God
we may be of their number, that

God may give unto us eternal life,

that we may be raised from the

dead, and live in his sight.

M. But what is the reason that

thou judgest the beginning, or

origin of the world, to be the root

and foundation of the law, rather

than one of those thirteen articles

of faith ?

S. Because where this is be-

lieved that the world had a begin-

ning, we may easily infer the pos-

sibility of prophecy, and signs and
wonders, and the gathering to-

gether of our people, scattered far

and wide on the face of the earth,

and the resurrection of the dead,
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and all things else that are con-

tained in the articles of our re-

ligion. And every one may give

a ready answer, if he should be

asked, why God has done this or

that, or will do it, in such a man-
ner

;
to wit, as he willed or de-

creed to create or frame the whole

world after this manner, rather

than any other
;

so he willed

and decreed to effect all these

things, about which debate, in such

a manner as seemed best to his

infinite wisdom. Therefore when
in the law, there is a precept given

touching the sabbath, which puts

us in mind of the creation of the

world, it is said, Exod. xxxi. 17,
“ It is a sign between me and the

children of Israel for ever.” The
sense of which is this, This sign is

the stable foundation and support

of the covenant made between me
and the children of Israel, in

whose hearts my law is written, by
which they are distinguished from
all other people and languages.

( To be continued.)

ON THE PROPHECY OF BALAAM.

NO. II.

To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor,

Gentlemen,

The admission afforded to my
former paper, emboldens me to ad-

vance a step farther in the inves-

tigation of that portion of Scrip-

ture, which is comprehended under
the head of Balaam’s prophecy.

I endeavoured there to shew,

how truly it had been verified, that

the people had dwelt alone, and
were not reckoned among the na-

tions. The history informs us,

thatwhen the prophet had delivered

this part of his message to the dis-

appointment and confounding of
Balak

; and the king had expressed

his indignation that a blessing had
been pronounced against the hated

race of Israel, instead of the de-

sired curse, that Balaam “ took up
his parable again,” and as he was
about to reveal the mind of God
in respect of the still larger bless-

ings to be bestowed upon the

people, he prefaced the wonderful

things he was going to declare, by
the following sublime truth; “God
is not a man that he should lie

;

neither the Son of man, that he

should repent : hath he said, and
shall he not do it? hath he spoken,

and shall he not make it good ?”

And such a declaration was, per-

haps, a very necessary preface to

that which was to follow, and which

is handed down as containing truths

precious not to Jews only, but also

to Gentiles.—“ He hath not be-

held iniquity in Jacob, neither hath

he seen perverseness in Israel.

The Lord his God is with him,

the shout of a king is among them.

God brought them out of Egypt

;

he hath as it were the strength of

an unicorn. Surely there is no en-

chantment against Jacob, neither is

there any divination against Israel

;

according to this time it shall be

said of Jacob and of Israel, What
hath God wrought ? Behold, the

people shall rise up as a great lion,

and lift up himself as a young lion :

he shall not lie down till he eat of

the prey, and drink of the blood

of the slain.” Numbers xxiii. 19

—25.
As the prediction, “ The people

shall dwell alone,” was demon-

strated as fulfilled in my former

paper, the truth contained in this

prediction may be verified in the

present. That Israel was literally

without sin, none can imagine.

From the days of the patriarchs

they went astray, and their whole

history is one of rebellion, crime,
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and punishment, but God had made
a covenant with Abraham, a cove-

nant of grace, which covenant was
unconditional, and could not be

disannulled (as St. Paul argues) by
the covenant of works, which was
given to Israel in the wilderness

lour hundred and thirty years af-

terwards
;
(see Gal. iii. 17.) there-

fore in looking at this covenant,

and in overlooking the individual

character of the people,—in regard-

ing Christ as the promised seed

with whom the covenant was made,
and by and through whom all the

benefits of it were secured, he

said, “ He hath not beheld ini-

quity in Jacob, neither hath he

seen perverseness in Israel.” To
this David alludes in Ps. Ixxii. 20,

when he says, “ Have respect to

the covenant, for the dark places

of the earth are full of the ha-

bitations of cruelty.”

To the overlooking of the sins

of the people, reference seems to

me to be had in Isaiah xlii. 19,

where God is represented as say-

ing of Christ, “ Who is blind, but

my servant? or deaf as my mes-

senger that I sent ? Who is Wind
as he that is perfect, and blind as

the Lord’s servant ? Seeing many
things, but thou observest not

;

opening the ears, but he heareth

not.” Surely this is noj seeing

iniquity in Jacob, this is not be-

holding perverseness in Israel.

And this overlooking it, is in refer-

ence to the covenant; for the next

verse says, “ The Lord is well-

pleased for his righteousness sake
;

he will magnify the law and make
it honourable.” It is by virtue of

this covenant that the house of

Israel is now held fast by the arm
of omnipotence

;
it is spoken of

by Jeremiah, xxxi. as well as by
St. Paul in Hebrews x. “ This is

the covenant I will make with them,

VOL. xm.

after those days, saith the Lord, I

will put my laws into their hearts,

and write them in their mind;
and I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to me a people. I

will be merciful to their unright-

eousness, and their sins and ini-

quities I will remember no more.”

Though this is a gracious and va-

luable promise, which the Gentile

church collectively, and every

Christian individually, claims for

their own, yet does it especially

belong to God’s ancient people,

and shall be hereafter realized to

them, for now it is an unchange-

able truth, that “ He hath not

beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither

hath he seen perverseness in Israel.”

The prophecy goes on to declare,
“ There is no enchantment against

Jacob, neither is there any divi-

nation against Israel.” This im-

plied—and Balaam spake from ex-

perience, for he had endeavoured
to use his incantations, and had
gone to seek divinations—I say

this implied, that the purpose and
promise of God could not be de-

feated either by fraud or by force.

Every thing had been resorted to

by the sorcerer Balaam in the way
of fraud. The inspired writer

gives but an outline of all that

transpired, as we may gather from

chapter xxiv. 1 ;
“ And when Ba-

laam saw that it pleased the Lord
to bless Israel, he went not as at

other times to seek enchantments.”

Hence it is clear, that when he

said to Balak, with the view of re-

taining his own claim to the cha-

racter of prophet, chap, xxiii. 3. and

15, “ Stand by thy burnt-offeripg,

and I will go
;
peradventure, the

Lord will come to meet me,” his

object was to meet the prince of

the powers of darkness. He had
recourse to this stratagem, so had
Satan blinded his eyes, and so had

p r
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avarice corrupted his heart ;
but

the Keeper of Israel took the wise

in his own craftiness, and the di-

vine interposition at this critical

moment, was at once a figure of

Israel’s final deliverance, and his

sure inhabitation of the land
;
and

the one was assuredly a pledge of

the other.

Nor were the purposes of God to

be defeated by force. God had gone

out before his people with a mighty

hand, and led them on by a stretch-

ed-out arm
;

he had made the

very elements in nature subservient

to them. The divided sea afforded

them at once both a means of es-

cape from Pharaoh, and a passage

into the wilderness. God smote

the rock for them, and the waters

flowed out : he sent them angels’

food, and rained them bread from

heaven. When by the direction of

the lawgiver, see chap. xxi. 18,

the princes penetrated the sand

with their staves, and all people

sang, Spring up, O well, sing ye

unto it
;
from every aperture, there

rose a fountain to refresh the weary

multitude. Tidings, moreover, of

their mighty conquests preceded

them, so that the nations trembled

at their approach, and this made
the king of Moab say, chap. xxii.

4, “ Now shall this company lick

up all that are round about us, as

the ox licketh up the grass of the

field.”

Rising still higher in his con-

templations, the Holy Spirit reveals

to Balaam’s prophetic vision,’ a still

larger view of his purposes towards

Israel, and adds, “ Behold, the

people shall rise up as a great lion,

and lift up himself as a young lion,

he shall not lie down till he eat the

prey, and drink the blood of the

slain.”

This prediction comprehends the

ideas of warfare, conquest, and

rest. That Canaan was to be
gained by warfare was clear. They
were to dispossess and destroy

nations greater and mightier than

themselves. Nor is the allusion

to Christ here at all indistinct. He
was the lion of the tribe of Judah,

who was to rise, and eventually

prevail to the introduction of all

his elect to the heavenly Canaan.
And none can read this without

calling to mind that sublime pas-

sage in Isaiah lxiii. “ Who is this

that cometh from Edom, with dyed
garments from Bozrah?I that speak
in righteousness, mighty to save.”

To the idea of warfare is added
conquest

;

“ He shall not lie down
till he eat the prey, and drink the

blood of the slain.” Israel was a

warring nation. The sun stood

still, and the moon also in her ha-

bitation, that he might be avenged
of his enemies

;
and when need

required it, the stars in their

courses fought agaifist Sisera. And
mighty wars shall precede and ac-

company Israel’s final restoration.

Surely the perfect fulfilment of
the prediction in the former in-

stance, may be received as a sure

pledge of the accomplishment of
the latter.

And long after all these things

had been realized as spoken by
Balaam—and as if they were de-

signed to be only a figure of the

true, the prophet Zephaniah, look-

ing forward to more glorious times

than Israel ever enjoyed in the

days of David and Solomon, says,

“ Sing, O daughter of Zion
;
shout,

O Israel; Ite glad, and rejoice

with all thine heart, O daughter of

Jerusalem. The' Lord hath taken

away thy judgments, he hath cast

out thine enemy. The king of

Israel, even the Lord, is in the

midst of thee
;
thou shalt not see

evil any more. In that day shall
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it be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou

not
;
and to Zion, Let not thine

hands be slack. The Lord thy

God in the midst of thee is mighty

;

he will save, he will rejoice over

thee with joy
;
he will rest in his

love
; he will joy over thee with

singing. I will gather them that

are sorrowful for the solemn as-

sembly who are of thee, to whom the

reproach of it was a burden. Be-
hold, I will undo all that afflict

thee, and I will save her that

lialteth, and gather her that was
driven out

;
and I will get them

praise and fame in every land

where they have been put to

shame. At that time will I bring

you again, even in the time that I

gather you : for I will make you
a name and a praise among all

people of the earth, when I turn

back your captivity before your
eyes, saith the Lord.” Zephaniah
iii. 14—20. This prediction re-

mains to be accomplished, and it

must come to pass. May the

Lord hasten it in his time !

Two other points of the pro-

phecy of Balaam remain to be
considered, which, if this paper
should be accepted, shall follow in

due order. Timotheus.

«w%wwv

JEWS OF CONSTANTINOPLE.

To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor.

Gentlemen,

The annexed extract from the

Narrative of a Journey from Con-
stantinople to England, by the

Rev. R. Walsh, LL. D. M. R. I. A.
will, perhaps, be found interesting

to your readers. A. B.

“ Our way lay through the sub-

urb in which the Jews reside

;

and perhaps you would wish to

know, en passant, something of
the remnant of that extraordinary

people settled at Constantinople,

who have lately distinguished

themselves in the Greek insur-

rection by their inveterate hostility

to the Greeks.

You would naturally suppose,

as I did, that these people came to

Constantinople from some part of

the East, and brought with them
their oriental language

;
but this

is not the case. After the ex-

tinction of the Waldenses, in the

reign of Ferdinand and Isabella,

the rage of the Inquisition was
turned against the Jews of Spain

;

and having inflicted on them va-

rious persecutions and sufferings,

an edict was at length issued for

expelling them altogether from

that country ;
and they set out,

to the amount of 800,000 persons,

from this land o'f Egypt, not spoil-

ing their enemies, but spoiled of

all they possessed themselves. As
the same prejudices existed against

them in every Christian country at

the time, they could find no asylum

in the West, so they set their faces

to the East, and returned to the

place from whence they originally

came. They were kindly received

in different parts of the Ottoman
empire, and the Turks afforded

them that protection which Chris-

tians had denied them. They
settled at Salonichi, Smyrna, Ro-
dosto, and other large towns,

where they, at this day, form an

important part of the population.

At Salonichi they have no less

than thirty synagogues. But the

principal division of them came to

Constantinople, and were assigned

a large district, called Hassa Kui,

to inhabit, where they form a com-
munity of 50,000 persons. The
Turks call the different people who
reside under them, by name*
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dicative of the estimation in which

they hold them. The Greeks,

Yeshir, or slaves, as they were
considered to have forfeited their

life at the taking of Constantinople,

and hold it ever since on suffer-

ance
;
the Armenians, Rayahs, or

subjects, as they were never a con-

quered people, but merged insen-

sibly into the population of the

empire; but the Jews they call

Mousaphir, or visitors, because

they sought an asylum among
them. They treat them, there-

fore, as visitors, with kindness and
hospitality. I give you this as the

original and accurate distinction,

though all the subjects of Turkey,

who are not Turks, are loosely

called Rayas.

As a further motive for good-
will, they mutually approach to an
assimilation, much more nearly

than any of the rest, in their re-

ligious opinions and observances.

Their strict theism
;

their practice

of circumcision
;

their abhorrence

of swine’s flesh ;
their language

read from right to left; are all

coincidences, which, to a certain

degree, give them an identity of

feeling which does not take place

with the others. The Jews, there-

fore, are a favoured people, and
held by the Turks in a degree of

consideration, which is very dif-

ferent from that which they receive

in any Christian country at the

present day.

In many towns in Germany
which I have visited, they are pro-

hibited by law from passing a

night within the walls; and the

law is strictly enforced, unless

evaded by the payment of an ex-

orbitant tax : in others, they are

obliged to submit to degrading

conditions and suspicious precau-

tions, which are as frivolous as

they are humiliating. They can-

not travel from town to town, or

exercise particular trades, without

paying an extraordinary toll or

tax, which is not exacted from
other people. Even in England
there is a strong line of demar-
cation still-drawn; and in London
they cannot practise particular

callings without paying to the Cor-
poration exorbitant fines, which
are demanded from nobody else.

The prejudice which led to cruelty

and persecution, is softened with

the growing liberality of the age

;

but it still exists under a milder

form, and is a wall of separation

between them and Christian com-
munity. In Turkey it forms no
such barrier ;

— the Jews freely

exercise the most lucrative callings,

—they are generally the brokers

who transact business for mer-
chants, and the Sarafs, or bankers,

with whom the Turks deposit their

property. They enter, particularly

the women, into the harems with

merchandize, and so are the agents

of intrigue, and acquire extraor-

dinary influence in Turkish houses.

On a hill behind the quarter of

Hassa Kui, where they reside, they

have a large cemetery, ornamented
with marble tombs, some of them
exceedingly well sculptured in

high relief; and the houses of the

opulent are furnished and fitted up
in a style of oriental magnificence.

The lower orders, however, are

marked by that peculiarity which
distinguishes them in every other

country
;
squalor and raggedness

in their persons, filth and nastiness

in their houses, their morals very

lax, and ready to engage in any
base business which the less vile

would have a repugnance to. They
are distinguished, like all classes

in Turkey, by a particular dress;

they wear a turban like a Turkish
gentleman, but lower; and instead
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of being encircled with a rich

shawl, it is generally with a mean
cross-barred handkerchief ; and

their slippers, the colour of which

is particularly prescribed to all

Turkish subjects, are blue. The
front of their houses is lead colour.

They are inflexibly attached to

their own religion, though many of

them have apparently conformed

to Mahomedanism : such as have

done so, still practise, in their own
way, the rites common to both

people. The Turk circumcises

liis child at the age of five or six,

and makes it a gay public cere-

mony. The Jewish proselyte al-

ways performs it on the eighth

day, and in private. Their Rab-
bins also visit them secretly, and

keep up all their former observ-

ances.

Should a Jew be made a convert

to Christianity, he becomes the

immediate object of the most re-

lentless persecution to his own
people, so that his life is not safe.

A very respectable man of that

persuasion applied to me to be re-

ceived into Christian communion,

and in due time I baptized him in

the chapel of the British embassy;

but he earnestly requested that I

should keep it a profound secret,

and the day after the ceremony he

left Constantinople for Poland.

Indeed, their repugnance to Chris-

tians, particularly to the Greeks,

displays itself on all occasions.

When the venerable patriarch was

hanged by the Turks, the Jews
volunteered their services to cast

his body into the sea: some fellows

of the lowest description were

brought from Hassa Kui for the

purpose, and they dragged his

corpse, by the cord by which he

was hanged, through the streets

with gratuitous insult. This cir-

cumstance, with others of a similar

nature, so increased the former

antipathy of the Greeks, that they

revenged themselves on every Jew
that fell in their way at the com-
mencement of the insurrection,

with the most dreadful retaliation.

The mutual prejudice is so

strong, that it gives rise, as you
may suppose, to a number of ac-

cusations
;
and they charge each

other with the most atrocious

practices. The Jews, you will re-

collect, in the early ages of Chris-

tianity, denounced the Christians

as eaters of their own children

—

an accusation sanctioned by the

impure and secret practices ofsome
of the Gnostic sects. The Chris-

tians of Constantinople charge the

Jews with purloining their children,

and sacrificing them as pashcal

lambs at their passover. I was
one day at Galata, a suburb of Pera,
where a great commotion was just

excited. The child of a Greek
merchant had disappeared, and no
one could give any account of it.

It was a beautiful boy, and it was
imagined that it was taken by a Turk
for a slave

; after some time, how-
ever, the body was found in the

Bosphorus
;

its legs and arms were
bound, and certain wounds on its

side, indicated that it had been put
to death in some extraordinary

manner, and for some extraor-

dinary purpose. Suspicion imme-
diately fell upon the Jews; and as

it was just after their paschal feast,

suspicion, people said, was con-

firmed to certainty. Nothing
could be discovered to give a clue

to the perpetrators, but the story

was universally talked of, and ge-
nerally believed, ail over Pera.

The prejudice has also been
gi-eatly increased by a book writ-

ten by a Jewish rabbi, converted
to Christianity, which is a great

curiosity. It is entitled, “ A Con-
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futation of the Religion of the

Jews,” by Neophytus, a Greek
monk, formerly a Jewish rabbi.

The original work was in the Mol-
davian language, and was printed

in the year 1803 ; but it is said

that the Jews, at that time, gave
a large sum of money to the Hos-
podar, and the book was sup-

pressed and destroyed. A copy,

however, escaped, which was trans-

lated into modern Greek, and
printed at Yasi in 1818, of which
1 had a copy at Constantinople.

The first chapter is entitled, Mva-
rnpioi xExpt7x.£*E»oi vvv 5e a7ro)tsxa?iVjt*-

l^hot—“ The concealed Mysteries
now made public.” The subject

is “ The blood which the Jews
take from Christians, and the pur-

poses to which they apply it.”

After detailing a number of the

most extraordinary particulars, he
concludes in the following words :

“ When I was thirteen years old,

my father revealed to me the mys-
tery of the blood, and cursed me
by all the elements of heaven and
earth, if ever I should divulge the

secret, even to my brethren
; and

when I was married, and should
even have ten sons, I should not

discover it to all, but only to one
who should be the most prudent
and learned, and, at the same time,

firm and unmoved in the faith

;

but to a female I should never
disclose it on any account. May
the earth,” said he, “ never receive

thee, if thou revealest these se-

crets !” So said my father
; but

I, since I have taken as my father

the Lord Jesus Christ, will pro-

claim the truth in every place

;

and, as the wise Sirac says, “ even
unto death strive for the truth.”

Much of these and similar repre-

sentations are to be attributed to

prejudice, and great deductions

are to be made from them ; but

certainly the Jews of Constan-
tinople are a fierce and fanatic

race
;

persecution and suffering

have not taught them moderation,

and they pursue, even to death,

any apostate from their owm doc-

trines.”

NOTICES OF BOOKS.

A Brief Inquiry into the Prospects

of the Church of Christ, in con-

nexion with the Second Advent of
our Lord Jesus Christ. By the

Hon. and Rev. Gerard T. Noel,

A. M. pp. 362. Hatchard.

As the Jewish Expositor is the

only periodical wrork professedly

and exclusively devoted to the con-

cerns of the posterity of Abraham,
and moreover, as their past history

and future expectations are ex-
citing an anxious and growing in-

quiry throughout the Christian

world, we deem it our duty to

watch the operations of these things

on the minds of our contempo-
raries

;
so that if we hear it asked,

“ Watchman, what of the night?”

we may be enabled to reply, “ The
morning cometh, and also the

night. If ye w'ill inquire, inquire

ye. Return, come !”

Nor must we be surprised at

this newly-awakened and growing
interest in behalfofGod’s Israel

;
for

it is to be expected, that when other

subjects are patiently investigated,

when new regions are explored,

new sciences discovered, new truths

developed,—that when the march
of mind is leading men on to the

acquirement of all knowledge, and

to the rendering of all the powers

of nature subservient to the use

and conveniences of man—things

which defied human enterprize in

by-gone ages—we repeat, it is to

be expected that the mysteries of

the Divine wTord will not remain
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unrevealed—it is to be looked for

that the seals which have hitherto

kept its sacred pages folded to-

gether will be broken, and that the

word of prophecy, in respect of

what yet remains unfulfilled, will,

by degrees, come clear as the

light, which, from the first twilight

of the morning, keeps in its gra-

dual course, “ shining more and
more until the perfect day.”

The subject of unfulfilled pro-

phecy, in every department of it,

is closely connected with the Jew-

ish nation. Through that people

all the families of the earth are

to be blessed—in and through

them, is every prediction to be

fulfilled
;

for from among them,

after the overthrow of the four

great tyrannies was He to come,

who is designated by “ the stone

cut out of the mountain without

hands,” and which is destined to

become itself a great mountain to

fill the whole world.

What was to be expected, in

regard to the fate of the wonderful

people alluded to, has transpired.

General inquiry has lately been

awakened respecting them, and
though some of those individuals

who have been the means of rous-

ing the public attention to them
have exposed themselves to much
obloquy—not to say derision and
contempt—yet it seems at length

conceded, that whether the in-

quiries made into the subject of

unfulfilled prophecy in general, and
to the share which the Jews have

in them in particular, be right or

wrong—whether the subject have

been too long neglected, or be now
prematurely investigated—it is one

of the most interesting that can

occupy the mind of man on this

side of eternity.

Many works are now issuing

from the press on these topics.

However it may have been, and
still is, the fashion to treat it as

visionary, the subject is daily

adding to the number of its ad-

vocates, and each writer contri-

butes to throw his quota of light

upon it. It is evidently disarmed
of those terrors which early pre-

judice and groundless fear had
been wont to throw around it, and
though it is not to be taken in

hand unadvisedly or lightly, yet

w hy do the Scriptures speak of it,

if it be not, so far as it is re-

vealed, to be examined ? And
though we do most earnestly de-

precate rash assertions, and that

uninspired men should assume to

themselves the tone of prophecy,

we do on the other hand hail the

advance of that sober and discreet

spirit of inquiry that is ready to

receive the truth, however mor-
tifying to human wisdom—how-
ever unpalatable to human pride,

and boldly to stand forth with
“ Thus saith the Lord,” when the

Scriptures of truth clearly give

the warrant.

It is as this spirit does advance,

that the thing will have fair play,

and the subject be thoroughly gone
into, and that men in repute for wis-

dom and piety will not be afraid

to approach it. It is said by a

cotemporary writer, in reviewing a
popular author, “It is the age
that forms the man, and not the

man the age.” How truly is this

verified in the w'ork before us
;
for

it is from the pen of an individual

generally known, and as highly

and deservedly esteemed in the

church, for possessing all the re-

quisites of a faithful Christian mi-
nister, and as adorned with all that

mildness and moderation which
give true dignity to a pious man.
The Editors of the Jewish Ex-

positor have remarked more than
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once, that the limits of their work
do not admit of an extended re-

view of the publications which may
fall under their notice, and that

they must confine themselves to a

mere intimation of them. They
feel disposed somewhat to regret

this circumstance on the present

occasion, as it would have afforded

pleasure to themselves, and, they

doubt not, profit to their readers,

to have been able to go into the

subject treated at some length in

the volume before them, and to

have investigated the matter under

the auspices of an author, whose
name commands respect, and
whose work will bespeak a hear-

ing with many whose impatience

and prejudice might otherwise con-

demn the thing, unexamined and
unheard. All, however, that re-

mains for them now to do, is to

draw an outline of the plan ex-

hibited, and, instead of offering a

decided opinion on it, to state Mr.
Noel’s ideas in his own words,

leaving their readers to judge for

themselves, from the evidence be-

fore them. But they cannot close

their prefatory remarks, without

observing, that the spirit of piety

which pervades the work, the

Christian simplicity with which the

statements are made, and the fre-

quent beauties which are exhibited

in the style and composition, at

once disarm the critic, and con-

strain the reader to feel a pre-

possession for the sentiments, as

well as affection for the author.

That Mr. N. was aware of the

arduous work he was about to un-

dertake, and the prejudices he
might have to encounter, in stand-

ing forward as the advocate of a

system most unpopular, and almost

proscribed, is very evident from
his introductory observations :

—

I am conscious that many prepos-

sessions, that many earlier and later

mental associations and habits of'

thought— habits matured by inter-

course of friendship, and sanctioned

by the experience of age— will meet
me, upon the introduction of this sub-

ject to the Christian church. Having
seen this result in reference to similar

publications, I cannot but expect it in

reference to my own. These prepos-

sessions may, perhaps, embody their

strength in expressions like the follow-

ing:—We naturally dread enthusiasm

and presumption, in a too solicitous

contemplation of future events, as yet

undefined both in their nature and in the

period of their occurrence. We deem
the past and the present to be safer

ground to occupy thanihe future. We
fear the effects of curiosity, specula-

tion, and unlimited conjecture. We
prefer to the gratification of these dis-

positions, the patient fulfilment of ob-
vious duties, and the laborious for-

mation of present character. We have
remarked a spirit of dogmatism, and a

restless love of innovation more or less

to prevail, in the conduct of all in-

quiries into the prophetic intimations

of Scripture ;
and we anticipate from

this habit of mind, disappointment on
the one hand, and scepticism on the

other. We have marked the tendency
of the human mind to quit the health-

ful road of self-denial, and of severe

performance, in order to expand its

more sickly sympathies in the readier

paths of imagination and hope. We
think the subject of unfulfilled pro-

phecy, calculated to afford occasion for

the exercise of this indolent and self-

ish propensity. The alarm we feel

appears to us by no means unreason-

able, lest the present and specific al-

lotments of patient labour, of sub-

missive modesty, of diligent applica-

tion to relative duties or experimental

religion, and of beneficial effort for the

welfare of others, should be exchanged
for the vague and useless excitement

in a too keen inquiry after the fu-

ture, &c. &c.—Pages 3, 4.

To all this Mr. N. answers,

In reply to such and similar sugges-

tions, I beg most unequivocally to say,

that I would be the last to form or to

encourage a habit of mind, which can
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delight in this manner to forget the

present in the future, to forget that

which God now commands, in order

to anticipate that which he promises at

a future moment. I would be the last,

with a rash and careless hand, to dis-

turb the thoughts which experience,

observation, and the study of the Scrip-

tures, and fervent prayer have com-
bined, perhaps during successive years,

to settle and arrange.

Then having observed that the

most lawful things have their at-

tendant dangers, he remarks

—

May not the hand be kind instead

of rash, which would displace, if pos-

sible, an erroneous arrangement of

ideas, and would point its friendly

notice to a suspicion of mistake, where
the results of its rectification would be

valuable and efficient.

And then he argues that

—

As the light which revealed the day
of Christ to Isaiah emitted a feebler

ray, than that which enabled the aged

saints at the era of his birth to look for

the consolation of Israel, so the same
eager scrutiny into the time and cir-

cumstances of the second coming of

Christ in these advanced days of hu-

man history, to us may be matter of

both duty and joy, which in earlier

times would neither have been illus-

trative of the one, nor productive of

the other.

Having thus far cleared the way,

Mr. N. proceeds at once, ad rem,

and having given a slight sketch of

past events as bearing on the pre-

sent and future, he says

—

The day is at hand. Entertaining

at least this opinion, I have been anx-

ious to add my warning voice, how-
ever feeble, to those already addressing

their accents to the church
;
and with

a humility that ought to be associated

with a subject of this magnitude, to in-

vite my fellow-Christians to a more
distinct recognition of the authority of

Christ as the constituted governor of

this world, and to recall their expecta-

tions to the accomplishment of his

promises, in the full redemption of his

church. To the “ second coming of

vor.. xiii.

our Lord Jesus Christ/’ I would di-

rect their eyes, as to a pole star of

guidance and of hope, while yet com-
pelled to steer their course across the

waves of this troublesome world.

The points to which Mr. Noel
directs the especial attention of

his readers, are the following in

order :

—

The kingdom of Christ.

The reign of the glorified saints.

The government of Christ and
his saints.

The Elect Church.

The restoration of the Hebrew
nation.

The new heavens and the new
earth.

The signs of the times.

The insensibility of the world to

the warning voice of Christ.

The application of the subject

to the practical morality of private

life.

The kingdom of Christ occupies

the first chapters. The object of

the author is to shew that this

earth, which God made at first, and
pronounced very good, has been
wasted by discord, impoverished

by vice, ravaged by cruelty, op-

pressed by force, and wretched
through vice, and was likewise the

scene of the Saviour’s sufferings

and death, and it is asked

—

Is it indeed the verdict of revelation,

that this earth, on which the Redeemer
walked and conversed with men in the

hour of humiliation, shall never be the

scene of his fellowship with them in

the hour of his power and his glory?

Fastened (Mr. Noel observes) to my
own mind as this interpretation has

been by all the associations of the

past, and by all the habits of education
and converse with other Christians, I

am at length compelled to separate

from it, through the plain text and
authority of Scripture. I have found,

at length, to my great surprise, the

theory to be unsustained by a single

text of Scripture, when fairly explained

« Q
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by the contexts amidst which it stands.

And it is maintained that, “ as on the

earth Christ taught as a prophet, if on
earth as a priest, he made a visible

atonement in the agonizing demon-
strations of mortality upon the cross,

so he will on the same earth render

visible the power of his kingly office,

and stretch forth his redeeming sceptre

from shore to shore.—Page 20.

Again

—

As man, he came to foretel his own
conquests ; as man, he came to taste

of death, in order to atone for sin; and
as man he will come to reign and
to enjoy with the redeemed on earth

the effectual triumph of his grace.

—

Page 31.

The opinion stated is, that

Christ’s second advent will take

place at the commencement of the

millennial period.

—

That at the dawn of this day the re-

1 surrection of the dead in Christ will

take place; that “these will awake
fashioned after the glorious body of

Christ, while the saints at that time
living on the earth, undergo a mo-
mentous change; that the saints thus

revived and changed, will form the

elect church
;

that then will the

happy and redeemed church, thus

united to her Lord, prepare to reign

with him upon earth, and to share

his millenial glory. On his approach,

the dreadful overthrow of impious and
ungodly men will take place ;

at least,

throughout the range of that apostate

Christendom, which so awfully shall

have abused its noble privileges, and
slighted his gracious warnings. At this

time the Jewish (qu . Hebrew) nation will

be miraculously restored to their own
land; and this long outcast people will

be again honoured of God, and submit

to the sway of the glorified Messiah,

their prince.— Page 32. Satan will

then be bound, and his influence over

earth be cast out during the millennial

period, while the latter rains of the

Eternal Spirit, now no longer limited,

as on the day of Pentecost, but falling

in gentle showers over the whole earth,

the time of the w orld’s conversion will

have arrived, and the knowledge of

the Lord will cover the earth as the

waters cover the sea.

These several points our author

endeavours to establish by argu-

ment and texts of Scripture, which

will no doubt exercise the judg-

ment, as well as call forth the in-

quiry, of all his judicious readers,
“ whether these things are so ?”

One whole chapter, the 12th, is

occupied with the subject of the

restoration of the Jews. In that

chapter it is recapitulated and
maintained, that at the second

advent of Jesus Christ, the ancient

people of Judah and Israel would

be restored to their own land, and
become obedient to the faith of

Messiah their king.

We cannot go, as wre have al-

ready observed, into a review of

this w’ork, or wre should be inclined

to ask if our author be quite con-

sistent with himself? Pie says

above, That at Christ’s advent the

righteous dead will arise, and the

righteous living be changed, and
the dreadful overthrow of the un-

godly take place, and that at this

time the Jew's will be restored.

But the Jew's then on earth will

be either found among the righteous

or among the wicked
;

if with the

former, they will be changed
;

if

with the latter, destroyed. What
room, therefore, can there be for

them to exist in a separate state ?

Or are they to remain distinct and
alone, while such mighty changes
and revolutions are thus going on ?

The difficulty increases if we turn

to 1 Cor. xv., where St. Paul, a

Jew, says, “ We must all be
changed.” The confusion is not

so much in the events, as in their

being placed simultaneously.

Did it comport wdth the system,

that the Spirit should be poured
out, the elect converted, the Jews
restored, and placed under the same
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circumstances spiritually and tem-

porally, as the members of the

Christian church—why then it

would seem practicable, that the

believing Jews would be changed

with the believing Gentiles—and

thus all changed at the sound of

the trumpet, and the unbelievers

among them perish w'ith the wick-

ed : seeing that, when the Jews

truly believe, they and the believ-

ing Gentiles are no more two, but

one in Christ.

The Jews are contemplated no

less by Mr. Noel than other writers,

as destined on their conversion to

become the wide and effective in-

struments of mercy to the heathen

world, page 214. It does not ap-

pear that this may not be effected

before the second advent, by the

powrer of the Holy Spirit on the

preached word. For, though it is

observed,—Not until the glorified

Son of God shall be placed in

actual triumph as king on his

throne of Sion, will he receive in

his fuller donation, the heathen for

his inheritance, and the uttermost

parts of the earth for his posses-

sion. Still must their preparation

needs be delayed, till Christ him-

self shall come to effect it ? Is it

not the office of the Spirit, to make
ready a people prepared for the

Lord ? And in this view of it, do

not both the Lord the Spirit, and

the Lord Jesus, triumph gloriously ?

We are, however, departing from

the rule laid down by us, and in-

asmuch as we have already ex-

ceeded the limits of this depart-

ment of our work, we must here

close our observations, recommend-
ing the work to the attention of all

our readers, assuring them that

they will derive both pleasure and
profit from the perusal of it.

The Harp of Judah : a Selection

of Poems, relative to the Con-
version of the Jems, and on Mis-
sionary and other Religious So-

cieties. Sold by Hatchard, Pic-

cadilly
; and Nisbet, Berners

Street.

This is a compilation of short

poetical pieces, chiefly on subjects

connected with the Jewish nation.

The author (or perhaps authoress)

is evidently one who feels a deep

interest in their spiritual welfare,

and is well acquainted with the

promises made to them, and which
await their fulfilment in their res-

toration and conversion. The
Poems are selected from a variety

of monthly publications and other

works, and by being thus brought

together, are likely to produce a

more lively impression on the

reader’s mind
;
while, at the same

time, they are more certainly pre-

served from oblivion. Many of

them have considerable merit, and
we recommend this little produc-

tion to the notice and perusal of

the friends of Israel. A few of

the pieces have not been before

published.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON SOCIETY.

PRUSSIAN POLAND.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF

REV. J. G. BERGFELDT.

Mr. Bergfeldt was stationed

at Warsaw during the greatest part

of the year 1827, not having re-

ceived the necessary authority to

travel alone as a Missionary in

Poland. Towards the close of the

year, however, he set out on a

journey through a part of the

Prussian dominions. Having heard

a favourable report of the state of
the Jews in Konigsberg and Dant-
zig, and in Prussian Lithuania, he
proceeded, in company with Mr.
David Goldenberg, on the 21st of
Nov. 1827, to visit those places.

The early part of his Journal

contains accounts of various con-

versations which they had with

Jews on their way, but nothing

occurs worthy of particular notice.

Under the date of Oletzko, De-
cember 7, 1827, we extract the

following interesting particulars of

a converted Jew :

—

About 10 o’clock we arrived at

Oletzko. In the evening we visited

our old friend the Councillor of Jus-

tice, Mr. Horn, who is the zealous

promoter of the Missionary cause

in this place and its vicinity. We
had a most interesting conversation

with him. With him also we saw the

proselyte C. H., who was baptized

here last Whitsunday. His history is

so remarkable, that I cannot forbear

sending you some details.

In the year 1824, being then 18

years old, he came over the Polish

frontiers to Oletzko, and declared be-

fore Mr. Horn, that already, for se-

veral years, he had desired to become a

Christian. But as he had passed the

frontiers without a passport, he was

transported back, his hands being tied

behind him. Coming here again, he

had to suffer all the rigours of the

Jews, and the punishments which
they usually inflict upon those who
apostatize from their religion

;
and

besides the bitter reproaches of his

parents, he was imprisoned for six

weeks in a dark cellar. Under these

circumstances, one would suppose he
would give up all hope of becoming
a Christian ; but in the middle of

1825 he came again to Mr. H., and
declared repeatedly, that the in-

clination of his own heart to be-

come a Christian was so strong,

that he could not help thinking he
must either die or become a Christian.

The permission from the chief police

having in the mean time been pro-

cured, for the residence of C. H. in

this place, he was apprenticed with

a master, where, besides learning

a trade, he had to do the meanest ser-

vices of the household. To all this,

however, he consented most wil-

lingly and cheerfully. His parents

left nothing untried to prevail upon
him to return again, but in vain.

His external circumstances becoming
more tolerable, he was assailed

with temptations from within, inso-

much that he was sometimes obliged

to have recourse to continued fasting,

and at the end of the year 1826 he
begged to be received into the house
of Mr. Horn, as the only means to

keep him from despair. This was
granted him, under condition of sleep-

ing in the stable, for want of room.
He did so all the winter through.

During all this time he received re-

ligious instruction from the Superior,

the Ilev. Z. His mother, who repeat-

edly implored him to return to Ju-
daism, once fell down upon her knees

before him, intreating him to consent.

With tears in his eyes he denied

her request of his becoming Jew
again. She then cursed him, and de-

clared that his soul would turn into a

dog after his death. But the strongest

temptation was still remaining. At the

instigation of his parents, the Jews of

this place presented to him a fair

woman, well dressed, who was said to

have 400 dollars, and promised to
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marry him
;
and besides this, every

Jew offered to contribute two roubles

(6s.). With this money he and his

future wife were to go to Warsaw to

set up a trade. On the other hand,

his present poverty and future misery,

were represented to him ifhe continued

in his resolution. This temptation

was too much for him ; he struggled

several days with himself without say-

ing anything to his Christian friends;

twice he endeavoured to go to Poland,

but was prevented by an internal

voice
; the third time he actually went

to the frontiers, a German mile from
this place, but having no passport he
was taken up and brought back again.

This circumstance convinced him of

his error in endeavouring to escape the

hands of the Lord, and he said to

himself, “ Is it not too plain that the

gracious Lord will draw thee to him-
self, and wilt thou escape the omnipo-
tent God ?” Though it was again left

to his own free choice to continue the

instructions given him, or to take a

passport and go to Poland, he renewed
his resolution to become a Christian,

and wept bitterly for what he had
done, or endeavoured to do. Though
his mother still endeavoured to turn

his mind, he was unmoveable, and
some weeks after, according to his re-

newed solicitation, he was publicly

received into the bosom of the Chris-
tian Church, and has since lived to

the satisfaction of his Christian friends

here. May the Lord keep him in his

hands for ever

!

We insert a further extract from
the same Journal, as bearing a con-

current testimony to the fact of
the willingness of Jews to converse

with Christian missionaries on the

great subject at issue.

Dec. 13,1 827.—We again had a con-
versation with a Jewish family. We
also sold two Hebrew Bibles, 6s. each

;

this is the usual price for which we
have sold them here.

Dec. 15.—We had along disputation
in the house of the teacher. Besides
himself, three Polish Jews, two Ger-
man Jews, and three Jewesses, were
present. The subjects were—sin,

righteousness, and justification. They
were rather unwilling to argue with
us from the prophecies respecting Mes-
siah, for fear of being shaken in their

principles of self-righteousness—by
their own works. According to their

opinion the expression, “ Cursed is

every one that continueth not,” &c.
only referred to the ceremonial law.

They, however, allowed the sinfulness

of men, but maintained that repent-

ance, and a zeal for the law of God, are

sufficient to atone for their sins. We
cannot speak of great results from the
disputation, but so much was plain,

that they felt themselves embarrassed
with our answers, and seemed to see

the invalidity of their own objections.

Dec. 16.—Preached to-day in the

large and beautiful church of this

place. My text was Luke iii. 4— 6,
“ Prepare the way,” &c. ;

from which
I considered—Mow we are to prepare
the way of the Lord. 1. To the na-
tions. 2. To our hearts. The con-
gregation was unusually large, and es-

pecially many of high rank.

Dec. 19.— Brother G. visited a Jew-
ish family, but they were so much
occupied that he could not speak much
to the purpose. A Jew of the same
family afterwards came to us, and we
spoke a considerable, time with him.
He allowed it to be true when I

said, that the Jews have become cor-

rupt by the Christians, and the Chris-
tians by the Jews. The predominant
unbelief and indifference of nominal
professors of Christianity, have in-

fected the descendants of Abraham in

Germany, with disbelief in the Divine
revelation. But he could not so well

estimate the sincere endeavours of the

true followers of Christ to heal this

wound, and to atone for the guilt

of their brethren. Towards evening
I visited the teacher. Our conver-

sation began with the point, that

our religion must not consist in eye-
service, and that we must not re-

tain this or that observance merely be-

cause others think it essential to reli-

gion, but that we must sincerely en-

deavour to find out the truth by prayer
and study of the sacred Scriptures

;

and if we are sure of the truth, confess

it boldly, in whatever character or
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situation we are, and whatever men
may say to it. He who feeds the spar-

rows, and clothes the lilies of the field,

is rich enough to take care for us ;
or

even if we should be deprived on ac-

count of it of the comforts of this life,

we shall be richly rewarded in eter-

nity. I then stated to him how un-

certain and foolish it is to continue in

the belief of any religion, merely be-

cause our fathers confessed it, which I

exemplified by the sin of Jeroboam,

and the descendants of that genera-

tion. He confessed that Jesus was a

prophet, which I proved to him by
many uncontradictory evidences, and
then represented to him all the mise-

ries which have come upon the Jew-
ish nation as consequences of the con-

duct of the greater part of their

parents towards that Prophet, and
as long as they continue to follow

their footsteps, this punishment, pro-

nounced against them by the Lord
Jesus himself, could not be removed
from them. He said, the Jews could

not receive him, because he confessed

himself to be God, and that they had
no evidences of his resurrection. To
the former I replied, that if he proved
himself to be a Prophet, he had a right

to require belief to whatever he said

in the name of the Lord
;
and, more-

over, that even according to the Old
Testament, the Messiah wras to be a

Divine person, the Lord our Righte-

ousness. As to the second point, it is

true that he only, shewed himself to

chosen witnesses after his resurrection

;

but these were competent witnesses,

who were best able to judge of the

truth of the matter, and as they were
at first very unwilling to believe the

resurrection of their Lord, they could
not be deceived afterwards in what
they saw and heard. But, after all, he
did shew himself openly to all the

people at the day of Pentecost, by ful-

filling his promise in sending down
upon his disciples the Holy Ghost,

according as he had foretold them

;

and from that day until the present

there has been a continued demon-
stration of the truth of his resurrection

in the spread of the Gospel, not by
the power of arms, but by the simple
preaching of the doctrine of the cross

of Christ. I represented to him the

true and only way of judging of the
faith of Christians, by searching the

Scriptures, especially of the New Tes-
tament, and not by observing how it

is expressed in the writings of some,
and exemplified in the lives of others.

He was very attentive
; the conversa-

tion lasted about two hours, his wife
and another Jewess were present. On
parting I requested him to study those

passages which he thinks speak of
Messiah

; these shall be the subject of
the next conversation. Brother G. at

the same time had a discussion in an-

other family, where some Polish Jews
were present. He says, “ I directed

their attention upon that stupendous
miracle, the Glory of the Lord appear-
ing in the flesh, and for what purpose.

At first they were very averse to this

truth, but at last they granted, that

there is no remission of sin, no true

sanctification, and no hope of salva-

tion, except in the Messiah. I ex-

horted them, that in their prayers for

forgiveness of sin they should add,

‘For the sake of the sacrifice of the

Messiah.’ They seemed to see the

necessity of this. I have reason to

hope that this conversation was a

blessing to some.”

POLAND.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF

MESSRS. BECKER AND MIERSOHN.

In the month of October the

Rev. J. W. Becker undertook a

Missionary tour, accompanied by
Mr. Sampson Miersohn

;
and we

have much pleasure in presenting

the following extract from his

Journals, which will not fail to ex-

cite due interest.

Terespole, Oct. 21, 1827.—In the

morning we set out and met some Jews,

to whom we made known the object of

our travelling, and I spoke to one espe-

cially of the Messiah. After listening for

a while he called to the others, repeat-

ing to them what I had said. Thus
we came to have a conversation with
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them about the marks whereby Mes-
siah should be known, and that these

marks were found in our Lord. There
were about six Jews and one Jewess
present, and one of the former knew
us very well. He also wished to buy
the Old Testament, and promised to

visit us in the afternoon. In the even-

ing he came with two more, one of

whom seemed to have imbibed infidel

principles, even as to the Old Testa-

ment, but the other appeared anxious

to know the truth. The conversation

turned at first on their (the Jews) high

regard for, and obedience to, the words
of men in spiritual things, whilst they

disregarded the words of God ; then

on their formality and outward service,

whilst their heart remained far from

God. The former asked how I knew
that. I told him, every tree was
known by its fruits, and the heart was
known by the actions of a man. He
then asked what it was I said this

morning about the Berith Ohadatha
(New Testament).

I. That book contains the history of

the life and sufferings of the Messiah,

as the Old Testament does that of the

Jews
;
and it also shews, that the pro-

phecies of the Old Testament respect-

ing the Messiah have been fulfilled,

that he should be a Deliverer from sin,

as said in Isaiah lix. and other places.

They endeavoured to prove that re-

pentance without sacrifices was suffi-

cient, which we shewed them to be un-
true. We also came again to speak of

the marks w hereby to know the Messiah,
especially Gen. xlix. to which passage

they did not, or could not, make any
particular objection.

Oct. 22.—About eight o’clock in the

morning this Jew and several others

came to buy Bibles, for which they

paid twelve francs (5s.) a copy; we
also sold some Psalters in Hebrew.
In the afternoon I spoke several times
to the Jewish servant of the public-

house, but the poor boy thinks that he
is in the right, and that Messiah cannot
have come, because no Jew believes it.

Ocl. 2 1.—This morning I went into

the public room to look out for Jews.
There were three, with whom I spoke
at first on the great fire that has lately

been in this place, and then compared

it with that of hell. One only entered

into further conversation with me, and
he thought the Jews still very famous
and renowned, no man speaking of the

Tartars, but all of the Jews. I spoke
to them also of the Messiah. Two
young men, who came in while I was
speaking to the former, accompanied
me to my room

;
one bought a copy

of the Psalms, the other accepted

Tract, No. 3. Afterwards a clever boy
from another place was with me, he
also bought a copy of the Psalms, and
read part of Tract, No. 8. Going into

the streets after dinner, I found several

Jews at the custom-house standing

idle, whom I addressed, and then de-

sired to come to me, promising them
a copy of Genesis to read when they

had nothing else to do. One followed

me, and willingly accepted it; af-

terwards another came and begged
for one also. Before evening four

other Jews were with me. On the

whole, I sold five copies of Psalters,

and distributed some copies of Gene-
sis and a tract. I need hardly say

that I spoke to each of them who vi-

sited me, reading also and explaining

to them passages from the Old Testa-

ment respecting the Messiah. One
boy also read here in the New Testament

part of the sufferings of the Saviour.

Oct. 24.—To-day a Jew, who was
here on Sunday evening, continued the

conversation, which was on the Mes-
siahship of our Lord, but he spoke in

an unfriendly and obstinate way.

After some time, and after having

mentioned some passages to prove

what I advanced, I left them ; but

recollecting that I had not mentioned

those passages which prove that Mes-
siah must have come long since, I re-

turned. After which the one men-
tioned last followed me into my room.

He spoke no more so obstinately, and

confessed that he was unable to an-

swer Tract, No. 8, and that he was

searching for the truth, saying also

that he had seen Miersohn at Petrikau,

and me at Lublin. I reproved him
for his former conduct, telling him,

that thereby he prevented others from

accepting the truth. Some more Jews
came for books, and thus it continued

almost the whole of the day till seven
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o’clock at night. I cannot say that

remarkable disputations took place,

bu¥T had opportunity of explaining to

them the object of our labouring

among' the .lews, viz. that they might

be led to receive the true Messiah,

which generally raised questions on
this point. Among those who were

here last, one was obliged to use a

crutch ; he had received a New Testa-

ment from Mr. Iloff, when passing

through this place three years ago,

which he appeared to have read, and
he now proposed to me several ques-

tions from it. He also inquired about

the success of our labours, and why
we only call upon the Jews to become
Christians, which gave me opportu-

nity of informing him of the spread

of Christianity in general, as it is

brought about in the present day by-

means of the Bible and Missionary

Societies. The other Jews present

listened to our conversation, and on

leaving us, they expressed themselves

very friendly, and some promised to

come again. 1 sold some Bibles, and

circulated many parts of the New Tes-

tament.

Oct. 25.—We were engaged with

Jews almost the whole of the day. I

spoke to them on several passages of the

Word of God. One time I made them

read part of the Epistle to the He-
brews, and explained to them the

office of High Priest, as our Saviour

sustains it. Another time I spoke to

them on Isaiah ix.—in the evening on

the Angel of the Lord, referring them

to those passages which speak of this

subject. One boy I observed speak-

ing with the steadiness of a man of

thirty. As I could not take particular

notice of him immediately, being en-

gaged with adult persons, I sent for

him afterwards, and asked him, “ Are
you acquainted with the Bible?”

He. No, Sir, I am not clear in it,

because it is the custom with us to

read more in the books of the Jeumin
(learned men) than in the Bible.

I. But that is not good; we ought

to read the Word of God rather than

the words of men.
He. Yes, Sir, I see that we ought to

read the Word of God, blessed be his

name, rather.

I. But why do you not do so ?

He. I should like to do so, but I

have no Bible
; once I read it for my-

self, but now I have no more opportu-
nity, and my father cannot afford to pur-
chase one for me. My father is a
fuhrman—carrier. I have read Jere-
miah.

He then read to me the first verses
of it, and added the explanation as fol-

lows:—“ Jeremiah was sent to be a
preacher of repentance to the Jews,
because he was the son of a harlot,

and of him the Jews, being children
of so good men, as Abraham, &c.
were to learn how to behave towards
God, and to serve him.” I told him
that we find nothing in the Bible of
Jeremiah having been the son of a
harlot. He then seemed to regret that

this was said of him. Through the
conversation I had with him, I found
inyself inclined to give him a copy of
the Prophets, writing his name in it, and
promising in future to give him a Bible,
if he made himself well acquainted
with this. He was very thankful ; but
not long after he was gone, it was
brought back to me by another boy.

Oct. 26.—A Jew came to propose
questions about the passage : “ There
arose not a Prophet in Israel like unto
Moses.” Whilst I was speaking to

him about it, others joined in the con-
versation. I shewed that none of the

prophets had been like Moses, except
our Saviour, and compared his person
and character with that of Moses.
Some objected, that that Prophet
needed not to be like Moses in every
respect, some resemblances were suffi-

cient. I mentioned also, that they
might conclude from the punishment
that had come upon them for rejecting

Jesus Christ, that he had been that

Prophet. We were then led to Dan.
ix. which I read and explained. They
all listened with much attention. One
now gave me Is. liii. to translate ; but
having read some verses, I perceived
that he was unfit to speak about the

Word of God, being intoxicated, there-

fore I desired him to come at a later

hour. I continued to converse with
the others in a friendly manner till

dinner time. After dinner a Mr. Com-
med came, and it seemed for the sole
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purpose of getting a Bible. Only to

the passage Gen. xlix. lie replied at

any considerable length, saying, that

according to the Gemara, the Sceptre
was not departed, so long as there were
any judges in religious and civil mat-
ters amongst the Jews. I gave him a
copy of the Prophets, but he wanted
very much to have a whole Bible.
Another Jew came in, saying, “

1 have
heard you are learned.”

I. I believe that Messiah is already
come.

He. Where do you take that from ?

I commenced with Gen. xlix. and
Is. liii., and answered some questions
respecting the Sabbath, &c. He lis-

tened very attentively, but it seemed,
in part at least, for the purpose of get-

ting a Bible under the usual price.

The boy mentioned yesterday came
again, and on my asking his reason why
he had returned the copy of the Pro-
hets, he said, the other Jews had told

im, that all who accepted books from
us, must be baptized

;
“ and J,” con-

tinued he, “ am but a child, and suf-

fered myself to be persuaded, but I

am now sorry for it, and should not
send it back any more.” I then gave
him another copy, which he took home
rejoicing.

Oct. 27.— I had a friendly conver-
sation with a teacher and his son, for

whom he wanted very much a copy of
the Bible. After him, I spoke with se-

veral young men
; and in the afternoon

with a number of children, whom I

endeavoured to inform about the Mes-
siah. Afterwards some young men,
who have been often here before, pro-

posed questions upon Is. vii. 14.; but
they soon left again to say their even-
ing prayers. I then had a long con-
versation with the landlord, and some
other Jews in his room

;
and having

returned into my own room, soma of
the young men came back, with whom
I conversed on the various points at

issue between Christians and Jews,
until eleven o’clock at night. One
of them held their Chisack Emunah
in his hand, often looking into it;

and Is. vii. Gen. xlix. Zech. xiii. 6.

Ps. cx. Gen. xviii. and many other pas-
sages, were discussed. We parted in

the most friendly manner.

VOL. XIII.

The spirit of inquiry here
evinced, cannot but induce the
hope, that the Lord Jehovah is

causing a shaking among the dry
bones of the house of Israel, and
that many shall turn unto the

Lord.

The following account of a con-
versation between Mr. Becker and
some Jewish merchants from Rus-
sia, strengthens the hope expressed
above. May it be realised !

Oct. 28.—In the afternoon I set out
for Biala. In the public room I met
some opulent Jewish merchants from
Russia, with whom I entered into

conversation
; all present listened with

profound attention. Mentioning that

I had Bibles, one said that he had
seen our Bibles, and mentioned the

name of Moritz. Thus we came to

speak of Messiah, of his first and
second coming, of the preparations
which are now making for him, by
the circulation of the word of God in

so many languages, and the spread of
Christianity in every part of the hea-
then world, and of the success with
which the labours of more than 700
missionaries amongst Jews and hea-
then are crowned. And thus, said

I, Christianity *has been spreading
from its very commencement, not by
carnal weapons, as the Mahometan
religion, but by the sword of the

Spirit : I also observed, that they
must not judge of the truth of Chris-
tianity by the infidelity and bad con-
duct of many Christians. They are like

the Jews of old, and like many of them
at present. There are many in Ger-
many who have thrown away the Tal-
mud, and do not believe its contradic-

tory stories
;
but who have at the same

time thrown away the Bible in the

same manner as the Israelites of old,

who believed in the true God, had the

true Bible and the first law, and yet wor-
shipped idols. Christians also have
the true Bible, and profess to believe

in the true Messiah, but do not live as

they ought. I also mentioned, that

at the second coming of Messiah, that

would be fully accomplished which was

R it
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said in the iid chapter of Isaiah, “ Na-
tions shall learn war no more.”

The Jew.—Yes ;
this is still an ob-

jection against the Christian religion.

As he had been during the whole con-

versation very friendly and polite,

I took the liberty of asking his name,

in case we should pass through the

place of his residence, which he wil-

lingly wrote down for me.
Oct. 30.—I spent a happy day in

being permitted to preach and cir-

culate amongst Israel the word of life.

Feeling my chest yet very weak, I did

not intend to begin any public labours

directly. But very early in the morn-
inganother merchant from Russia, pass-

ing through the place, was introduced

to me by a Jew who was present at the

conversation of the preceding night.

Of this merchant, I must say, that not

only he seemed earnestly inquiring

after the truth, but that in some mea-
sure he had found it already ;

he had
had the New Testament several years

ago, and was well acquainted with it.

lie had also seen the tract, The
City of Refuge, and mentioned in an

interesting manner, that Christ was
said in that book to be the city of

refuge
;
and no sooner had he got

the copy of it into his hands, than he be-

gan reading the part where it speaks of

Messiah, as being the Redeemer to

whom David prayed, -and with whom
Jacob wrestled, and that we ought to

pray to him in like manner. Asking

him, whether he believed in Christ

as the Messiah ? he replied, “ You
know how it is with prejudices which

one has imbibed in early years.” “But,
(said I,) if iti our later years we discover

the truth, we must readily acknow-

ledge and confess it; and it is only the

Christian religion that affords true hap-

piness.” I referred him to the history

of Simeon, and encouraged him to

put his confidence in the sacrifice of

Messiah, who is the true High-Priest

after the order of Melchisedeck, ever

living and making intercession for us.

He bought the Old and New Testa-

ments, and a copy of every tract I

had with me. When he was gone,

other Jews came to buy Bibles, and

asked for other books, and this lasted

till nearly nine o’clock in the even-

ing. Before that time, I had sold

seven copies of the Bible, and might
have sold many more, if I had been in

possession of them—two copies of the

Prophets also the last
;
and I had

given two Hebrew New Testaments
to elderly persons, who asked for

them, aud promised to use them
well, and also circulated about forty

tracts. At first, the brother-in-law of
the landlord was displeased at my
selling a copy of the Bible for seveu
florins, after much soliciting and bar-

gaining on the part of the Jew who
got it. I replied, that I did it that the

Jews might forsake the Gemara, and
turn to the word of God.

He. Do you turn to God first, before

you undertake to lead others to him.

I. I have done so, otherwise I

should not undertake it.

He went away, but came in again and
again, and was present when I was
stating the truth to others. Once also

he asked, why we did not believe in

the Babylonian Talmud? for which
I told him my reasons. At last, he

bought not only a Hebrew Bible and
a copy of the Prophets, but also asked

for a New Testament. Of the rest of

the Hebrew Bibles, one was bought

for the rabbi of the place. In the

course of the day, I had opportunity

of preaching the Gospel repeatedly,

which was listened to almost without

contradiction. May the Lord bless

his word to all who heard it!

Oct. 31.—I was again engaged in

preaching the Gospel, through the Lord
our Righteousness. The number of

those who were with me to-day, was,

perhaps, not as great as yesterday

;

but more opportunity was afforded me
to converse with them severally.

Amongst those who came, there were

more serious inquirers for the truth, as

the circumstances may prove : no less

than about ten came to me, as Nico-

demus came to our Lord, and staid till

nine o’clock. It is impossible for me
to write down the conversations, which

though various in form, were all about

the coming of Messiah, and his nature

and person. The following expres-

sions maybe more interesting. Going
out in the afternoon, a Jew who had
bought three Hebrew Bibles, one for
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his father, one for the rabbi, and one
for himself, met me outside the town,
and asked, what he must do, who
wished to become a Christian ? I told

him, of course, that he must first be
properly instructed.

He. But where can I be so ? here I

cannot remain
; can I not go to Eng-

land ?

I then told him that it would not be
good to leave the place, and that he
might become a Christian here. He
said, he wished rather to go to Eng-
land.

I. Perhaps, you wish merely to go
to England, and not to become a

Christian.

He. No; I wish to become a Chris-

tian.

He was one of those who were with

us in the evening. Another said, “ It

is hard to give up things one has
learnt from one’s childhood : and in

a small town where one is so much
under observation, it is very difficult to

change one’s opinion. I should rather

like to go to England. He also said,

that at first it had been worse with

those who wished to become Chris-

tians, than it was now. When it

is remembered that two Jews, six

years ago, made a journey of 1300
English miles, in order to become
Christians, we may be led to form a

more favourable judgment of these

two also.

It is evident from what follows,

that the dispersion of Bibles,

creates a desire for more.

The application for Bibles and Pro-

phets lasted this day from morning

till night, and as I had no more left,

the New Testament was asked for by

many instead of them, so that, besides

those given away yesterday, six New
Testaments in Jewish, and one He-
brew, were disposed of. I refused to

give them gratuitously, but most ofthem
pleaded poverty, and one said, “

1

read the tract (No. 8,) which you gave

me yesterday, and now I want to see

who is that Jesus, of whom it says

that he is the Messiah.” Could I, under

these circumstances, refuse to give

him the book even without money ?

To those who were here in the even-
ing, I represented that their belief was
not the result of their judgment, but
that it had been as it were, beaten into

them by their teachers, who, though
they might sometimes be averse to

teach their children all that is contained
in the Talmud, yet are obliged to do so
for fear of losing their subsistence.

Some saw the truth of what I ad-
vanced, others made faint objections.

I also set before them the reasons

for the change of the sabbath, &c. and
answered their questions from the

Old and New Testament. But the

chief object of conversation was the

Deity of the Messiah, which I proved
from the Old Testament, being led to

it by an observation of one who had
read the New Testament, and who said,

that he did not believe the truth of the

words of our Saviour, “ I and my
Father are one.” One marked the

passages which I mentioned, intend-

ing to look for an explanation of them
in their commentators. After they

were gone, I had a conversation with
the landlord, a man upwards of 70,

to whom I stated the truth of the

Messiah ; but, poor old man, he heard

it like an idle tale.

Nov. 1. Several Jews called again,

chiefly for books, but some to hear.

Several times I was surrounded by
them, listening with attention to the

proofs that Messiah was come, es-

pecially two old men. Having proved

the argument from the Old, I related

the history from the New Testament.

As of old, so now if some be-

lieve, others believe not : see the

following :

—

In the evening, he who had last

night taken down the passages, came
again with the explanations by Rashi,

to which I made my objections; but

I fear the commentary had more au-

thority with him than my statements,

though I multiplied passages from
the Bible. One Jew who had re-

ceived a New Testament, returned it,

saying, “ I will not have it ; I believe

no more than that there is one God,
and that Messiah will come ; and, as

for hiru,” meaning our Lord, “ he was
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nothing so he hastened away out of

the room. Some small pieces of a

New Testament were also thrown into

the window. Next morning I set out

for Warsaw.
w^«ww«>

PRUSSIAN POLAND.

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM THE

REV. J. G. G. WERMELSKIRCH.

The Society’s missionary, the

Rev. J. G. G.Wermelskirch labour-

ing at Posen, lately received as his

fellow labourers Messrs. Graf and

Hartmann. The following extracts

from his communications from Po-

sen, Jan. 2, 1828, and subsequent

dates, will serve to put our readers

into possession of the proceedings

and prospects of the Society in

this field of labour.

Mr. W. writes thus of the Jew-
ish converts:

—

With respect to the converts, who 1

trust continue to interest both you and
the Committee, I must say of G
that he is really much improved, that

he seems to experience more of the

grace of God in his soul, and that his

whole conduct is satisfactory to all

Christians here who know him.

Of another he says

—

He has been much absent on ac-

count of his business, but he has come
to me whenever he could. He is a
shy and very quiet man, but I

trust he goes boldly to the throne of

grace, seeking grace for every time .of

need.

Of a third he remarks

—

The young man who at first rather

troubled me by his volatile behaviour,

now causes me much joy. I trust

a work of grace is going on in his

soul.

Mr. W. proceeds to give an ac-

count of several individuals of the

Jewish people, male and female,

young and somewhat more ad-
vanced in life, who have evinced
in a greater or less degree, some

regard for their salvation, con-

cerning some of whom he ex-

presses great hope, and of others

disappointment; still, however, he

is not weary in well-doing, as ap-

pears in the following statement :

—

I must further apprise you of a new
arrangement to do good. After much
prayer and due deliberation with bro-

ther Hartmann, I have established a

service in my lodgings for all who be-

long to the mission, and for the prose-

lyte Israelites who come for instruc-

tion, but for those only. At the be-

ginning I had it at ten o’clock on the

Sunday morning. I have since altered

it to two. May the Lord continue to

be with me, according to his promise,

that where two or three are gathered

together in his name, there he is in the

midst of them.

It pleases God sometimes to

evince his good pleasure towards

his servants who are occupied in

his work, by giving them favour

in the sight of. those who are in

authority; and in order to raise

the expectations of the future suc-

cess and glory of the church, he

promises that kings shall be the

nursing fathers, and queens the

nursing mothers of his people

:

this may be somewhat elucidated

and confirmed by the following,

dated Berlin :

—

Though the Princess has not been
present, she has continued to favour

our work
;
she has written to me very

kindly, and given me letters of intro-

duction to the great in Berlin. The
Prince also has shewn me personally

much favour. Having been enabled
to promote our cause in several

ways here, the Lord has enabled me to

do it also in the Royal residence. The
Committee here, which was almost

inclined to think that your Committee
disregarded them very much, was as-

sured of the contrary, and requested

to write often, and they would surely

receive satisfactory answers. I had
a long and interesting conversation

with General von Witzleben (Adju-
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tant-General to His Majesty,) and
was greatly assisted by him in obtain-

ing my wishes. I paid my respects to

the principal members of the Ministe-

rium, and was received in a very

friendly manner. I had also an audi-

ence with the minister von Actenstein,

and was permitted to make a statement

of our Society’s proceedings to him,

when I begged him to remove those diffi-

culties which our missionaries had still

to encounter. His Excellency expressed
his satisfaction with our proceedings,

and particularly with my statement of

them, and promised to grant my
wishes, which he would consider with

his counsellors. As yet I have, how-
ever, no written reply, but expect

it every day, and shall then send you
the substance of it, in the full assurance

that our Committee will bless the Lord
for all the good he has enabled me to

do.

He continues in another part of

his letter on the same topic, to ob-

serve

—

Under the former head of commu-
nications, I forgot in the multiplicity

of them, to mention the friendly dis-

position of the Ministerium of Fi-

nances, of which I have had three

proofs of late, one connected with our

Mission. This is as follows :—When
I was apprised of three chests of books
having arrived, I requested the Com-
mittee here to write to the Ministe-

rium to let them pass free from the

import duty; and though this cannot

under any condition be granted ex-

cept by a Royal order, and though the

Committee, as also that of the Bible

Society, had very lately experienced

an extraordinary favour, we got, how-
ever, and in a very short time, a pass-

port for them, so that they were free

from all customary expenses.

Much good may be expected to

result from the education afforded

to the children in the schools. Let

the following account be offered as

an encouragement to proceed in

this department of the Society’s

labours. Mr. W. says

—

I forgot, moreover, to give you some

account of the School. In former let-

ters I have repeatedly told you of the

vehement opposition of the rabbi and
his people, and I could again mention

an instance of it, but I rather pass it

by, and prefer to give you some en-

couraging statement concerning it. The
number of the children has rather in-

creased, but not considerably. The
progress they are making every way is

quite wonderful, so that our school is

considered the first in the place : those

parents who were induced to take their

children away are quite sorry, and the

majority say, that in case the rabbi

should leave, (which he is said to in-

tend in the spring, on account of us

and the school,) we should have all the

Jewish children. The other day the

superintendant of all the schools in

the province, (who with his wife has be-

haved very friendly to us, both per-

sonally and to our work,) accompanied
by the first Jew of rank here, (who is

one of the directors of the Jewish
schools established by Government,
and who stands also on friendly terms

with me,) came to look at the school,

and were much pleased and satisfied,

wondering at our having more scho-

lars than the Jewish schools. I

think I told you formerly, that we
have united a kind of school of In-

dustry with it, and I should now ob-

serve that it prospers, and that many
Christians get thereby very much inter-

ested in it, visit it, make it presents of

wool or thread, and purchase its work.

To give you also an instance of the

effect of our tuition, I would mention,

that one of the girls who has regularly

come from the beginning, behaves in

such a consistent way, that her mother
not only calls her a “baptized,” but also

shews very decidedly her displeasure

at the change which has taken place in

her; but being told in school the com-
mand of the Lord, “ Thou shalt ho-

nour thy father and thy mother,” the

girl bears all her afflictions with great

meekness, and takes care that nothing

shall keep her back from attendance at

school. I assure you, that all who
see the school agree with me, that our

labour will, under God’s blessing, not

be in vain.

The encouragement afforded to
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enlarge the means of instruction is

great, as may be gathered from
the statement further made.

To our petition to the Govern-
ment at Bromberg, to be allowed to

establish a school in Margonin, we have
received a very satisfactory reply

;
in

consequence of which we intend to

open it about Easter. Having been
very much pressed by the brethren

Haendes and Ball to erect one also at

Lissa, we are quite willing to do it,

but we must from want of money
leave those immortal souls for the pre-

sent in darkness, except w'e could be
largely supported by friends in Eng-
land. Would you, however, be so

kind as to let me know, what sum of

money our Society could send us, as

we must adopt cur plans accordingly.

Mr. Hartmann also details his

proceedings and success in the

school department, under date of

Jan. 21, 1828.

Soon after my arrival here we
opened our school, and the Lord so

blessed our undertaking, that in a few
days the number of children amounted
to one hundred. I was employed
from eight to twelve in the morning,

and from one to five in the afternoon

with the children, and from six to

eight in the evening with adults. The
labour was very great, and it some-
what affected my health, I got assist-

ance, however, and am now better.

Mr. H. then states his manner
of instructing the children from

the Old Testament, and describes

how lie endeavours to lead their

minds to the Messiah
;

and he
says

—

In this way I treated every subject

I touched upon, by which sometimes

great impressions were made on their

tender minds, and which, I hope, will

be lasting.

With the adults I proceed almost in

the same way, only with this differ-

ence, that I seek to lead them to put

questions to me, especially respecting

the Messiah, so that I am enabled to

speak more freely, and to expound the

Holy Writings to them in a Christian

way, shewing what the Messiah was
to do and suffer, which I could not so

well do if I were to question them.

But by the method I adopt, they pay
the greatest attention to what I say.

It is surprising what progress the

children have made in the short time
they have attended, not only in read-

ing aud writing, but in the knowledge
of the Word of God. A great im-
provement has also taken place in their

general behaviour, so that they do not

seem like Jewish children. We have
gained the affections of the children to

a great degree. They prefer being with
us to being at home, and many evince

the strongest disposition to become
Christians.

From the particulars here de-

tailed the most sanguine expec-
tations may be entertained as to

future results.

MEDITERRANEAN.

Circumstances make it abso-

lutely necessary that we should limit

ourselves in our communications,

as to what is passing in the coun-

tries which border upon the Me-
diterranean

;
but our readers will

do wrong to conclude, that the

Jewish cause is not making pro-

gress there as in other parts of

the world, because wre say little of

it. There, as in other places, the

Jewish mind is gradually expand-

ing itself into a more liberal and
kindly feeling towards the doc-

trines and truths of Christianity

;

and many evince a desire to hear

and understand those who set be-

fore them the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, whose name is not the same
offence to their ears, which it was
in former days. From the abun-

dance of matter which is set before

us, we must content ourselves with

the following extracts of letters
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addressed to the Secretaries of the

London Society, in the early part

of the present year. The writer,

after speaking of an individual,

whose situation had recently come
within his notice, makes the fol-

lowing remarks upon the propriety

of affording temporal relief to con-

verted or inquiring Jews, a sub-

ject, upon which there has existed

much difference of opinion amongst

the supporters of the Londoir So-

ciety.

Since my return to , I have

had many interviews with our Jewish
friends in their own houses, as well as

at Mr. ’s house, where, for the

most part, they prefer going. I re-

gard Mr. '’s coming here as very

providential. Being married, and
having a partner as ardent in the good

cause as himself, he has an intro-

duction to female Jewish society, and
this gives efficiency to his labours.

He has himself, doubtless, informed

you, how favourable appearances are

in the minds of a few who visit

him. As to the proposal on the part

of one young man to become a Chris-

tian, I really believe it to be sincere

and conscientious
;
but I hesitate, how

far it is possible to hold out to him any
hope of provision

;
for, on such con-

ditions, you might have many, far less

honest than L believe him to be. I

have a dislike to such allurements,

founded on sentiments peculiar, per-

haps, to myself. According to the

word of our Lord, all who would be
his disciples must be prepared, if

called to do so, to give up even more
than temporal support, even to life

itself, or “ they cannot be his dis-

ciples.” This holds true with all, and
I think especially with the Jewish
nation, because that nation, at the

commencement of Christianity, put

Christians to the same test in all its

rigour. Now, I think I see in the

divine dispensations, a reason why
they should be called to a like test

themselves, when they in turn would
become Christians. We see many
instances of such moral re-action. A

nations sin, so are nations punished
;

generally in kind
;

if they take the

sword, they perish by the sword
;

if

they persecute, they will be persecuted.

I am far from wishing to see this re-

action on the Jewish people—God
forbid !—I would do all that is pos-
sible to give the Gospel free and easy

course among them, but at the same
time, general principles of the divine

economy will have their way, do all

we can to avert or mitigate the judg-
ments which it is our duty to do. I

cannot see the least hope of relieving

temporally all Jews, who, be their

motives what they may, profess Chris-

tianity. This must be left altogether

to the sympathy of Christian charity,

without stipulation or provision, acting

spontaneously according to the neces-

sity of the occasion. And there is

also this consideration : much as we
should love the Jews for their own
sakes, and the reasons given by St.

Paul in the xith of Romans; yet still

there is no question, but we should
love our brethren in Christ, even more
for Christ’s sake ; and if they want
that temporal relief while in Christ,

which others seek to come to Christ,

how can we provide for the latter,

until “ those of our own house ” be
first provided for? Else, should we
indeed, “ be worse than infidels.” I

do not mention, the opening that

would be left for hypocrisy, by hold-

ing out temporal rewards for converts ;

that must be obvious to every one.

And so I conclude, that the utmost
which can be done, is to endeavour,

through the divine blessing, to per-

suade Jews of the truth of the Chris-

tian religion, and leave it to themselves

to sit down and count the cost. If

poverty or suffering be too dear a
price to win Christ, Christ has ex-

pressly said, they are unworthy of me,
who so lightly esteem me. This is

the plain truth, as far as I can under-

stand, and we are not to palliate nor

reverse it, lest, peradventure, we be

found fighting against the word of

Christ.

In his next letter, the Society’s

correspondent continues thus :

—

Our intercourse with the Jews is
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constant and most friendly; it is not,

however, much extending, nor likely

at present to bring forth fruit to the

Lord’s glory. But the day of man is

short and dark, and what is sown in

cloudy, and joyless weather, under the

divine blessing, may, in a more genial

season appear above ground, and ripen

unto the glad gathering of the harvest.

I am pleased to find that the Com-
mittee entertain the same ideas that Ido,
as to holding out any temporal advan-

tage to converted Jews. It seems to me
quite inadmissible. I begin to doubt if

the person who caused my inquiry on
this subject has much more than an in-

clination to become a Christian, with

a decided wish to exchange his present

employment for some other, more to

his inclination, which might be found

among those of a different religion.

There is a spirit of indifference among
many Jews on that score, particularly

among those that have imbibed French
principles, as many here have. Such
almost openly avow, that morality is

the sum total of religion. I am willing

to admit, that in some places, for a

Jew to become a Bible-Christian,

might cost him his life or liberty, but

still I do not conceive, you can from
thence make an exception to that which
is clearly right.

Some specimens of the argu-

ments which took place between
the writer and different Jews, may
be acceptable, and we insert as fol-

lows :

—

In referring to the cxth Psalm as a

proof of the divine nature of Messiah,

which is quoted with that view ex-

pressly by our blessed Lord himself,

my opponent said, we had made a

false translation, in translating it, “ The
Lord said unto my Lord,” inasmuch

as the original was not “ My Lord,”

but “ My master.” That the word

used is ^"7^, which means “ To
T •

my master that “ To my Lord,”

would be, as elsewhere, \n*6- i

shewed him that the word was found

in the LXX. and in the Greek New
Testament as in our translation, “ Tu

Kvpuo
i
a.ov

,
To my Lord but I ad-

mitted the Hebrew was as he said,

adding, that the difference was only
verbal, and did not affect the sense
in the least, for David’s “ master”
could not be man, he himself be-
ing king, appointed by God himself,

and having no master but God.
That therefore “ unto my Lord” and
“ unto my master” were in such case

synonymous. This was met by a
still weaker objection, namely, that
“ The master ” was David himself,

and that the writer of the Psalm who
was not David, declares, “ the Lord
Jehovah said unto my Master David.”

To this I opposed the title of the

Psalm, to prove it David’s
; for it had

the same tit le in the Hebrew that all

the other Psalms had, which were al-

lowed to be written by David. I

stated, moreover, that before the time
of Messiah, the cxth as well as the iid

and xlvth Psalms were universally

allowed to refer to Messiah, and
even by some learned rabbins since

;

by the Rabbi Saadia in particular.

He said, “ there was a difference of opi-

nion among the rabbins, and many
thought otherwise.” To which I re-

plied, that “ It was a pity the authority

of the rabbins should be quoted only

to oppose Christianity, and not when
it makes in favour of it

;
for that dif-

ference of opinion existed only

amongst those rabbins who lived after

the coming of Christ; and their tes-

timony availed nothing, against the

concurrent opinion of those who lived

before that time.” I then read the

Psalm over, and shewed that it could
not apply to David, as he was not “ a
priest after the order of Melchizedeck,”

nor after any order. This was an-

swered by an assertion, that |rO
signified “ a prince” as well as “ a
priest.” “ Granted, even so, (I re-

plied,) David was not ‘ prince for

ever,’ for David is dead as well as

the other kings of Judah.” “ Nei-
ther,” said he, “ can it apply to Jesus,

he died too; he never enjoyed any
kingdom, nor were his enemies made
his footstool ;

for he was put to death

by them.” “You must wait for the

event as you do in other prophecies,”
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I rejoined
;

44 for I know,” added I,

44 you will not allow, as I do, that

Jesus now reigns in heaven, although

the kingdoms of the earth are not yet

become 44 the kingdoms of the Lord,
nor of his anointed.” Daniel speaks,

you know, of the cleansing of the

sanctuary at the end of 2300 years,

which has not yet taken place. 1

might, therefore, as well deny the truth

of that prophecy, because it has not

yet come to pass. That is not the

fair way of judging. Christ came at

first to suffer, according to the pro-

phets, and we believe he will come
again, as it is written of him, to

reign.”

On another occasion, S., who reads

Hebrew with me, asked me, with

much importance, “ How Christ could

be guilty of celebrating the Passover
at an unlawful time, which was a crime
deserving of death ?" He referred to

Numbers ix. 3, “ In the fourteenth day
of this month at even, you shall keep
it in his appointed season

;
according

to all the rites of it, and according to

all the ceremonies thereof shall ye keep
it.” And to ver. 13,“ But the man
that is clean and is not in a journey,

and forbeareth to keep the passover,

even the same soul shall be cut off

from among his people : because he

brought not the offering of the Lord
in his appointed season, that man shall

bear his sin.” “ Now,” said he,
“ Christ kept the passover a day too

soon, keeping it on Thursday evening,

when Friday evening is the appointed

season.” “ It seems to me,” I an-

swered, 44 rather otherwise. The pass-

over is not kept on the eve of the

paschal sabbath, but on the fourteenth

day of the month Abib, at eve, on

whatever day that may occur ; and
that day changes every year, as our

New-Year’s day does not always fall

upon the same day of the week. The
first day of unleavened bread, was the

appointed time for the eating the pas-

chal lamb : now St. Mark says, chap,

xiv. 12, “ The first day of unleavened

bread, when they killed the passover,

his disciples said unto him, Where
wilt thou that we go and prepare, that

thou mayest eat the passover ?” there-

fore I conclude, that Christ did keep

VOR. XIII.

the passoVer at the fit time.” S. still

insisted that the sabbath paschal eve

was the time the Jews eat the pass-

over, and had always done.so. To which
I said, that “ It seemed to me other-

wise
; but it was a matter of chrono-

logical calculation
;
and I thought he

was confounding the passover with

those burnt-sacrifices that were offered

every day of the feast of unleavened
bread, which, he knew, lasted until

the twenty-first day, and that I saw-

no reason to alter my opinion, that

Christ had kept the passover at the

appointed time. 44 But,” I added, “ I

could even grant that Christ had not

kept the appointed time, and yet I

could shew he had not done wrong,
inasmuch as he who gave a law had
power to change it. Jesus,” I ob-

served, 44
is our King, our Priest, and

Prophet. He is as Melchizedeck wras,

‘ King of Salem,’ as well as 4 Priest

of the Most High God,’ as

David also terms him in the exth

Psalm. Christ, therefore, as our high-

priest, had authority to alter the cere-

monial law. This power he shewed
during his life upon earth on other

occasions; for instance, in altering the

law of divorce as laid down by Moses,
and in saying, 4 The Son of man is

Lord also of the sabbath in virtue of

which, the Christians keep the sab-

bath on the first day of the week, the

day of his resurrection, and not on
your day, the seventh. Now, if he
was Lord of the sabbath, he was, of

course, Lord of the passover. So the

question turns, after all, upon the

point, 4 Had Christ authority to alter

the ceremonial law ?’ which I assert

he had, proving his mission as he did

by miracles. Nor was it a rare thing

among the prophets to alter the cere-

monial law, for we find Samuel (1 Sam.
vii. 7. 17.) sacrificed to God, though
he was no Levite, and, therefore, in-

curred the penalty of death, according

to Numb, xviii. 7, and the place was
at Mizpeh, when Shiloh was the place

appointed by God. And Elijah, who
was no Levite, did the same at Mount
Carmel, and a miracle was wrought in

token of the divine approbation of

what he did. (1 Kings xviii. 38.)”

s s
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A further letter gives some ac-

count of the writer’s visits to Jew-

ish schools and synagogues.

Seeing the master of the school whom
I had known last year, I went up to

him, and introduced my companion
and myself. He recollected me per-

fectly. I told him I had just left ,

and I gave him an account of some of

his nation, our friends there, and said,

I had been using the Hebrew Gram-
mar I had bought the year before in

the Ghetto. As a strange rabbi was
officiating in the synagogue, I asked

who he was, and learnt he had come
on a mission from Jerusalem, and was
going that evening to . I re-

quested the master to introduce us to

him, w'hich he did, and the rabbi re-

ceived us very graciously, and we be-

gan in the synagogue to talk about Je-

rusalem, aud the state of his people

there, most of the congregation gather-

ing round us. He said he did not

know whether they suffered more from

the Christians, or from the Turks in

Palestine ; but they should be resigned

under their sufferings, as it was the

will of God, who did not willingly

afflict the children of men, but for

their advantage. “ A lancet,” said

he, “ gives pain when it draws blood,

but the benefit is felt afterward.” We
replied, we hoped it would prove for

their good, but we conceived there was
a reason for the smart, and his nation

did not appear to be sensible of it. I

said, it had a reference to the Messiah,

who had come to his own, and his own
received hitn not. The rabbi, with a

sweet, calm spirit, shook his head and
smiled. We said, our hope was, that

his nation would shortly again be re-

stored to favour on Messiah’s appear-

ing a second time in glory in his king-

dom. The rabbi smiled again. We said,

we rested our hope on the termination

of the 2,300 years assigned by
Daniel for cleansing the sanctuary be-

ing, as we conceived, nigh at hand.

The rabbi said there was much room
for error on that point, as it was not

known at what time the years com-
menced. We replied, that the seventy

weeks of years to the destruction

of Jerusalem, mentioned by Daniel,

gave us grounds for calculating the

other period. The rabbi answered,

that neither was that date certain.

This took place between us after the

service was over. I told the rabbi I

was acquainted with some friends of

his nation at ,
and we gave him

our cards, with a few lines to our

worthy friend , by way of intro-

duction. He thanked us politely

;

and we wished him a safe journey.

As we left the synagogue, the Jews

saluted us by taking off their hats,

which we returned. I consider that

no interview could be more friendly,

and I bless God for it. I have great

hopes a door is opening for friendly

conference with the Jews in , to

which I mean to remove for the win -

ter. It is only on the spot, as you well

observe, that one can best judge what

is best to do. I am not afraid of being

disturbed by Government, for I act

with much, and perhaps overmuch

caution, that I may not give ground

of offence. On my coining to ,

fifteen out of eighteen books which 1

had, were carried to the Censor, and

examined, and then returned. Tracts

or duplicate Scriptures would, un-

doubtedly, have been seized. With

much trouble I have now obtained

permission to hold in my possession,

with a few express exceptions, the

works which are generally prohibited

;

but I have pledged my word to keep

such books in my own hands. By
these means I hope to have my library

with me.
The following Saturday, going to the

Ghetto, I heard a discourse against

pride and luxury
;
the principal part

of it was in Italian, but with an abun-

dance of quotations in Hebrew from

the rabbins, of which 1 understood as

little as most of those about me. This

was followed by the usual prayers

from their liturgy; and at the close of

the service, the schoolmaster I have

before spoken of, collected a class of

eight children from six to eleven

years of age, who read from a

book of moral Hebrew sentences, ap-

proved by their doctors, and then tran-

slated fluently from the Hebrew into

Italian. They chanted their Italian

translation, as they did in reading the
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Hebrew. I was pleased with the

youngest child, who could hardly be

six years old, and who read exceed-

ingly well. His uncle was present,

and seemed gratified at the interest I

look in hearing the nephew read. He
explained to me the nature of the class

book they had read. At another op-
portunity, I hope to have some part of

the Hebrew Scriptures to present as a

reward to the children, who distinguish

themselves. I am persuaded this

would not be taken amiss.

Last Saturday I found the master

had taken the pulpit, whilst the Rabbi
I had seen last year sat in his chair at

the side of the ark of the covenant,

which corresponds to our communion
table. I could collect nothing from
the discourse, of which I heard but the

conclusion. Prayers then followed as

usual. Upon the preacher’s leaving

the pulpit, the younger Jews kissed

his hand as he passed, and the elder

saluted him in Hebrew. There is

much respect and affection to be seen

in the intercourse of the Jews with

each other, and on that score they have
but little to learn from the example
of those of a different faith. At
the close of the service I went to the

preacher and told him, I was about

leaving , but hoped to see him
again on my return, when perhaps I

should solicit his assistance in reading

Hebrew with me. He said he should

be very willing to do so, and had be-

fore given lessons to English gentle-

men. In. this way I hope to extend

my acquaintance, and obtain further

information of what is going forward

among the Jews.

Our extracts must conclude with

the following account of a conver-

sation with two Jews.

One day shortly before I left, whilst

I was reading with S. the seventy-

second Psalm, “ Give the king thy

judgment,” See. in the original, our

Hebrew friend came in. He wanted
to retire, but I insisted he should stay,

and hear us read the psalm. I had

before observed to S. in reading the

title of the psalm, that it was written

by David for Solomon, but was ap-

plied by us to the Messiah. When
we came to the seventeenth verse,

which properly speaking, terminates

the psalm, (the remainder being a dox-

ology,) I asked S. if he thought the

verse could strictly be applied to So-

lomon, for certainly all the Gentiles

were not blessed in him, which was a

promise given to Abraham as belong-

ing to the Messiah. S. admitted that

the verse referred to the Messiah, and

said that Innon, was one of the

names of the Messiah. This I shewed

him was confirmed by Bythner. I

asked how he translated the passage.

He said, “his name was Innon before

the sun was.” Then I required the

meaning that he gave to “ Innon,” for

his translation differed from the English

Bible and Septuagint. He replied,

Innon was “ he will have dominion,”

and it was found in Proverbs xxix. 21.

p)D manon, the word there used,

being the substantive “ dominion,”

from the same root. I referred to

Pagninus’ Thesaurus, and found the

substantive in the verse alluded to had

that among other significations, so I

allowed the justice of his translation,

telling him I could explain from it a

remarkable parallel in the ninth of

Isaiah, “ the government shall be upon

his shoulder, ” moon hamisra.

So, added I, if you allow the verse in

the psalm speaks of Messiah, it fol-

lows that the exact parallel in Isaiah

refers, as the Christians say, to Mes-

siah also. Upon this C. said that the

passage was not applicable to any

other but God. I told him, that the

rabbins agreed in referring it to the

Messiah, as well as the whole of the

psalm, and that the connexion, not

only with the foregoing verses, but

with the clauses of the verse itself,

proved it to belong to the same per-

son. I observed, that according to his

explanation, breaking through all con-

nexion with what precedes and follows,

the verse would have no meaning at

all, and I could in the same way prove

from fragments of a verse, that “ there

is no God.” To this he replied, that

it could have no reference to Jesus,

for the 7th verse said, in his time
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should be peace, so long as the moon
endureth, and the Christians were al-

ways at war. I answered that the

time of Messiah and of Jesus was not

to be estimated as a time past, nor a

time present, but a time that would
endure to eternity, of which we had
yet seen so little, that it was prejudg-

ing, to say what it really was, from the

few centuries we had already seen
;

and that to do so was like the rebellion

of Dathan, when he charged Moses in

the wilderness, “ Moreover, thou hast

not brought us into a land flowing with

milk and honey,” which at the time was
quite true, as the promise was delayed
as to its fulfilment, until forty-eight

years after. I said he should recollect

that Christians expect this state of per-

fect peace only after the second advent
of the Messiah in his glory. I added,
that in the 15th verse we found a sign

applicable to Jesus, and not to Solomon,
for prayer was not made to Solomon
“ always,” or “ every day.” C. said,

it was better translated “ for him,” or
“ on account of him.” “ Then, even
so, (I said,) it applies to Jesus, and not
to Solomon. We pray “ for him,”
when we pray that he may come in

his glory, as you may see in our col-

lect for the second Sunday in Advent,
(which I translated to him,) ‘ O Lord
Jesus Christ, who at thyfirst coming,’

&c. Here our church prays for him
as well as to him.” This struck S. very

much. “ I can see,” he said, “ how
Protestants, who look to the future

glory of Christ’s kingdom, can inter-

pret the prophecies consistently
; but

the Catholics say the kingdom of peace
and glory is already come ; they do
not permit us to wait for the future.”
“ Some of them do, and some do not,

as it is with us Protestants,” I replied;
“ and that we have just grounds to look

for the future kingdom of glory, you
may see by what Peter said in Acts
iii. 19, 20, 21. soon after Christ’s as-

cension.” I read from the Greek,
“ Repent then, and turn, that your
sins may be blotted out, that the limes

of refreshing may come from the face

of the Lord, and he may send to you
the fore-preached Jesus Christ, whom
i lie heaven must receive until the

times of the restoration of all things,

which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all the holy prophets from the be- .

ginning.” “ This,” I added, “ agrees
with what Jesus Christ said in Matt
xix. 28, * In the regeneration

—

maXtyUvecna., when the Son of Man
shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye
too shall sit on twelve thrones, judg-
ing the twelve tribes of Israel.’ Now
you will recollect that Daniel in the

viith chapter, speaks of a time when
the kingdom is to be delivered to the

people of the saints of the Most High.
It is upon these passages, and others

I could shew you to the same effect,

that Protestants rest their belief of

that future kingdom of peace and
glory in the church of Christ.”
“ Really,” said C., “ were it not for

the doctrine of the Trinity, there

would not, after all, be much difference

between your religion and ours.” This
remark he had often made to me.

“ Your application of prophecy,”
said S., “ seems to me very vague, for

sometimes it applies to more than
one person, and at other times to but
one only. How am I to know when
it applies to one only, or to more than

one ? You say that this psalm refers

to Messiah, and you see it was written

for Solomon.” “ The rabbins say the

same,” said I, “ and they may satisfy

you, when the prophecies have a re-

ference to more than one, and when
but to one

;
for the prophecy has fre-

quently a reference to a representative

or a type, as we call it, Solomon be-

ing a type of Messiah, and there it

applies to more than one person. We
find many characters in the Scriptures

who are types of Messiah, as Isaac,

Joshua, Melchizedeck, Jonah, and
others

;
but there are other prophecies

which have no reference to a type, and
Messiah only is spoken of, as for in-

stance, in Psalm xxii. 18. “ They
parted my garments among them, and
upon my vesture they cast lots and
Psalm lxix. 22. “ They gave me gall

to eat, and when I was thirsty they

gave me vinegar to drink.” Such
prophecies we apply strictly to one

person, to Christ, and to him only.

%vv\\vv\v\\>
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We select the following extracts,

with which we close this interest-

ing Journal.

Beyrout, November 7, 1827.—Three

Jews of this place called, with whom
I had a long and interesting conversa-

tion, on the nature and design of sa-

crifices
;
on their typical reference to

the Messiah; and on the vicarious

sufferings of Christ, as the antitype of

the sacrifices, from the fifty-third of

Isaiah, which they acknowledged to be

a description of the Messiah. They
sought, however, to escape the conse-

quences of this, by the conceit of two

Messiahs. I shewed them from the

latter part of the preceding chapter,

that he who is there introduced as

high, exalted, and very great, is termed

the servant of the Lord, and that the

Prophet, carrying on the same descrip-

tion, proceeds to apply those particu-

lars, which they would refer to Ben
Joseph, to the same person, whom,
after a minute description of his vica-

rious sufferings, he towards the close

of the fifty-third chapter again terms
“ the servant of the Lord thus

shewing most indisputably that the

glorious person, and the despised and

suffering person, are one and the same
—the only Messiah. “ This prophecy,

therefore,” I proceeded, “ teacheth us

the connexion between those, which

otherwise we might conceive to refer

to different subjects. Thus, for in-

stance, this will teach us, that when
Isaiah in the ninth chapter describes

the Messiah as ‘ a child born—a son

given’—it is the same whom Daniel

saw in vision, ‘ coming on the clouds

of heaveD, like the Son of man, and

being brought unto the Ancient of

days, when the judgment was set.’
”

They acknowledged that they could

give no other reason for their opinion

of two Messiahs, than that the Talmud
says so. I replied, that this opinion

of the Talmudists might be easily ac-

counted for; as it appeared strange to

them, that the same person should at

one time be represented in great glory,

and at another in great degradation

and misery : in one place spokeu of

as living for ever, in another as cut off

out of the land of the living : at one
time as being born a child, and at ano-
ther as coming on the clouds ofheaven

:

by the same Prophet, as the righteous

servant of the Lord, who has done no
violence, neither was there deceit

found in his mouth
; and yet, as num-

bered among transgressors : by one
Prophet termed the Son of God (Psalm
ii. 7.), by another spoken of as one
like “ the Son of man” (Daniel vii.

13.). I observed that if the Talmud-
ists had attended to the connection
we have now seen there is, between the

latter part of the fifty-second, and the

whole of the fifty-third chapters of

Isaiah, they would have avoided the

error of applying these different de-
scriptions to different persons, and
would on the contrary have been led

to apply them to the same person at

different times, and in different cir-

cumstances, corresponding to the dif-

ferent objects he was to accomplish,
which from their nature require this

difference in his condition. “ From the

typical nature of the sacrifices, for in-

stance,” I said, “ of which neither

your forefathers were ignorant, nor are

you at present, it clearly appears, that

that deliverance from sin which the

prophecies expressly teach us the Mes-
siah was to effect, could not be accom-
plished but by his vicarious sufferings

on account of sin; and this required

him to be in a low situation, despised
and rejected of men, as Isaiah saith.

And from the fact, clearly stated in

Scripture, and universally acknow-
ledged, that he shall be the ruler of
Israel, nay, and of all the earth, it

necessarily follows that he must, after

having effected the reconciliation for

sin, ‘ prolong (as Isaiah says) his days,

and be exalted, and exceeding high.’

Another way in which I account for this

fancy of the Talmudists is, by remind-
ing you of that hatred which they

have ever had to Jesus of Nazareth,
whom they could not have refused to

acknowledge as the promised Messiah,
but by perverting the prophecies by
common consent between them." I then
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pressed upon them by the most solemn
considerations, the importance and the

indispensable duty of seriously inquir-

ing, in the first place, into their own
Scriptures, thence to obtain a correct

idea of the character and work of the

promised Messiah, and then into the

history and claims of Jesus, that they

might thence draw such a conclusion

as might avail them in the awful day
ofjudgment. This duty they acknow-
ledged. I then continued to speak to

them on the absolute necessity of a

reconciliation for, and pardon of sin.

“ Your sins,” saith Isaiah, “ separate

you from God.” This separation will

continue for ever, until its cause, sin,

ceases to operate. Neither sin itself,

nor its consequences, can be done
away but by an adequate counterac-

tion. This counteraction of sin, with

respect to its judicial consequences,

arising from the offence it gives to

God, we are taught by the sacrifices

divinely instituted under the Old Tes-
tament dispensation, was to be effected

by the vicarious suffering of the pe-
nalties due to sin. These sufferings

the Old Testament prophecies teach

us, are to be undergone by the servant

of the Lord, here described by Isaiah,

and who, we have agreed, is none
other than the Messiah. With respect

to the natural consequences of sin, in

the dominion it has obtained over us,

the Old Testament Scriptures likewise

teach us, that these are to be counter-

acted by an effusion of the Divine
Spirit, evidently connected with the

atonement of the Messiah, in whose
days it is to take place. When, there-

fore, these two things are effected,

justification from the guilt of sin, or

acquittal from its punishment, and de-

liverance from the influence of sin, or

liberation from its bondage, our salva-

tion is complete, our happiness is re-

stored. These, I have already ob-

served, are according to the Old Tes-

tament to be effected, the one by the

Messiah in person, the other by the

Spirit of the Messiah. Now in the New
Testament, you will find that the first

was effected by Jesus, and the second

by the Spirit of Jesus. You will see

what connection there is between

them both, and what are the means

for sinners to obtain an interest in this

complete salvation : viz. faith in Jesus
of Nazareth. Seeing, therefore, that

the New Testament furnishes those

that believe it, with that salvation

which the Old Testament promised,
there cannot be the least doubt but
that its origin, and consequently, its

authority, is the same with that of the

Old, with which it makes up the whole
system of revealed religion, beginning
at the fall, and concluding with the re-

storation of man. Such, my friends,

are the reasons why I believe that Jesus

of Nazareth, the crucified, tnSian)
is the Messiah, and such are the rea-

sons why I wish you to believe the

same. In the day of judgment I shall

have to give an answer why I believed

in Jesus, and you, why you rejected

him. On that awful day, each will have
to answer for himself ;

let each, there-

fore, enquire for himself, and cease to

follow the untried opinions of others.

Study the Old Testament, study the

New Testament.”

Nov. 8.—I engaged a young Maro-
nite, who has been in some degree en-

lightened by the Gospel, and has given

some evidence that he desires to live ac-

cording to the principles of the Gospel,
to go with me as Arabic teacher and
writer.

Nov. 10.—Moses invited me to call

on a DDn, a very learned Jew, who
had just arrived from Egypt. Mr.
Bird accompanied me, and we found
a young very respectable looking Ger-
man Jew, who speaks Italian and
German. We had some conversation

with him, in which he made us under-

stand that he was somewhat of a phi-

losopher
;
but his philosophy was too

confused to be of any advantage either

to himself or to us.

Nov. 11, Saturday .—Brother Good-
ell called in the morning, and we
went together to the city to attend ser-

vice at the synagogue. When this was
ended, we accompanied the fore-men-

tioned ddh to his room, and I endea-

voured to fix the conversation to some
definite point of importance ; but I

could not succeed, as I was obliged to

bear a long ltabbinico-philosophical

disquisition upon the component parts
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of the world, and their respective in-

fluences on the human character. I

could not keep him to the Scriptures,

though I asked him many questions

respecting their contents.

Nov. 12, Lord's-day .—In the after-

noon the DDn called, and with him
five or six other Jews. After having

listened with patience to a long semi-

philosophical preamble, I at length

succeeded in fixing his attention for a

while on the prophecies of the Mes-
siah, but I was astonished to hear him
conclude with these words, “ the ques-

tion concerning a Messiah does not

much concern religion. Whether, as

some do, we think he is come, or as

others, that he is to come; or, as

others, that there is nothing really said

about him, I cannot see what influence

this can have on the heart; and there-

fore it cannot concern religion. If

we believe that a great philosopher

appeared in the world, lived a holy

life, and suffered much, nay, and died,

on account of the excellent doctrines

he taught
;
and even if we should say

that thus he expiated the sin of the

world with his innocent blood, that

cannot concern us any further than as

an example to imitate.” In opposi-

tion to these unscriptural sentiments,

borrowed from the Socinian divines,

and professors of divinity in Germany,
I endeavoured to shew him rather from
the nature of our religious wants, than

from the Scriptures, which have as

little weight with him as with the au-

thors of his views, what must be the

object of the Messiah’s coming, and
hence to deduce its importance in reli-

gion, which would at the same time

form an argument for the Divine origin

of the Scriptures. But I found it as

difficult to agree with him on facts as

on doctrines. The fact of a radical de-

pravity of the human heart he denied,

nay, even the existence of sin, except

in the abandoned subjects of ignorance

and folly, whom nothing but the phi-

losophy which they despise and neg-

lect, can rescue from destruction. I

could not keep him to any point

whatever, for instead of answering a

simple question with yes or no, he
would enter on a long harangue, ge-

nerally beginning with this con-
stant preface, “ The world consists

of four elements;” from which he de-

duced inferences and applications at

random, as it suited his purpose.

There was not one single Scriptural

idea in all he said. “ Verily, blind-

ness hath happened unto Israel.”

When the time of our Arabic reading

came, I invited them all to attend,

but they refused. I then offered the

Hebrew Bible to the DDn. to read in

the meantime, but he said, he did not

want the Bible at present, but if

I would let him have any other book,

Hebrew or German, he should be

obliged to me for it; or if St.John
was at hand, he should like to read

that; “for that, (said he.) is very deep,

one may make a hundred meanings
out of each word of it.” He promised
to call again the following day, telling

me how much he liked to converse

with learned persons, and that when
he was at Alexandria, he had not a

moment’s rest, but was always visited

by great and learned men, such as

ambassadors, consuls, and others, who
put questions to him to answer;
“ but, (added lie,) not such questions

as you have made, but questions on
deep and mysterious points.” I dare

say, he thinks me a very unphilo-

sophical person, for taking Scripture

in its literal sense.

Nov. 13.—Whilst I was very busy
packing and preparing for my removal

to Safet, the learned Jew called again.

I sat down with him, and we again

had a long conversation, in which I

succeeded in bringing him close to

the Scriptures; but I was again

grieved to find, that whilst in words
he acknowledged the Old Testament
to be the word of God, there was not

one of his views or sentiments, that

did not clash with its obvious mean-
ing. This led him to the most con-

fused and nonsensical interpretations,

and, at length, he appealed to the

Talmud as the only thing that would
bear him out in his supposed philo-

sophy. This he asserted to be

equally the word of God with the Old
Testament, which, (he averred,) was
of little or no value without the Tal-

mud. When I asked him for proof

in support of this assertion, he replied,

“ The proof is in itself, if you would
but study it, you would find, that it
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can be from no other source, and you
would as little think of asking proof for

it, as proof of the existence of the sun,

when you enjoy its meridian light.”

He is now going to Sidon, and, per-

haps, he will, at length, come to

Safet : if so, I shall then have further

opportunity of leading him to the law

and to the testimony. In the after-

noon, all the Missionary brethren and
sisters came together, and we com-
mended each other to “ Him, whose
we are, and whom we desire to serve.”

Nov. 14.—I intended to have set

out to-day for Safet, but was hindered

by a very heavy fall of rain.

Nov. 18.—We reached Safet in

health and safety ;
having commenced

our journey on the 15th. May the

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,

be with me in this place, to bless my
feeble and unworthy attempts to lead

the descendants of Abraham to the

knowledge of Him, “ whose day
Abraham saw in spirit, and was glad,”
“ The Lord their righteousness !”

DOMESTIC.

ANNIVERSARIES OF AUXILIARY
SOCIETIES, -&C.

On Sunday, June
,
two Ser-

mons were preached at Percy
Chapel, by the Rev. C. S. Haw-
trey, and one by the Rev. S. G.
Garrard, in aid of the London So-
ciety. Collection, deducting 17s.

6d. expences, £39 9s. 7d.

NOTICE.
The Lecture to the Jews will be

preached at the Episcopal Jews’ Cha-
pel, Cambridge Heath, on Sunday
evening, August 10.

Sul(ject.

Christianity the Perfection
of Judaism.

*** Jews and Jewesses are earnestly

invited to attend, and seats will be pro-

vided for them.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LONDON SOCIETY.
Anonymous, by Mrs. Mary Sully 5 0 0

Greive, late W. Esq. Old House, Dur-
ham, Legacy, (deducting duty) 18 IS 0

Rose, Right Hon. Sir G. H 5 0 0

Willimcnt, Miss’s, School, by the Rev.
H.J. Owen 1 0 0

Berkshire, Sandhurst, Produce of a box at

the Military College, by the Rev. W.
Hancock 0 15 0

Coventry, St.John’s, (Rev. — Paris, Lec-
turer) collected after a Sermon by the

Rev. J.B. Cartwright, (ded. ex. 21. 8s.) 18 12 0

Derbyshire,
by the Rev. R. Simpson.. 11 7 9

Ladies’ Repository Sale. .. . 38 12 3
50 0 0

Foleshill, near Coventry, by Miss Seale 7 10
Gloucester, by A. Maitland, Esq 105 0 0

Liverpool, by William Simmons, Esq.. . 50 0 0
Nottingham, Moiety of proceeds of a Sale
of Ladies’ Work, by B. Maddock, Esq. 12 0 0

Penzance and Marazion, by the Rev. J.

H. Townsend 8 0 1

Portsmouth, by John Allcot, Esq 10 0 6
Rugby, (Rev. J. W. Tomlinson, Curate)

collected after a Sermon by the Rev.
J. B. Cartwright 10 2 0

Rumsey, by Mr. Wheeler 3 10
Saffron Walden, (Rev. N. Bull, Vicar)

collected after a Sermon by the Rev.
W. Marsh 9 0 0

Southampton, by the Right Hon. Sir G. H.
Rose Donation 20 0 0

Scotland : Edinburgh, a few friends, by
the Rev. Edward Craig 3 0 0

Glasgow Society, by P. Falconer, Esq.
Heb. Old and New Tests. GO 0 0

Judeo-Polish Do 80 0 0
140 0 0

Kilmarnock, by William Cuninghame,
Esq. (Heb. Old and New Tests.).... 19 9 8

Thorne, by Miss H. Vanse 1 12 9

LITERARY NOTICES.
Just published,

The Harp of Judah
;
a Collection of Poems relative to the Conversion of the

Jews, and to Missionary and other Religious Societies.

Sophia de Lissau; or, a Portraiture of the Jews in the Nineteenth Century,
beiDg an Outline of their Religious and Domestic Habits.

3 In the Press,
A Cloud of Witnesses to the Truth of the divine Declarations respecting

the Restoration of the Jews to their own land, and the future Glory of the Church,
in connexion with the Second Coming of Christ, proved from God's Faithful-

ness to his Character and Oath, with a Preface by the Rev. William Marsh.
The Profits to be dedicated to causes connected with the Jews' Society.

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.
We are much obliged by the communication of J. R. P., Hampstead, and hope to be favoured

with the result of his investigations, which we shall insert with pleasure, together with the reply

alluded to, in case we find them adapted to our Expositor.—Charles has been duly received.
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